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PREFACE 



The Pancharatra manual entitled Paramasamhita is pub- 
lished here with an English translation for the benefit of the 
non-Sanskrit knowing public. Among the Pancharatra worlrs, 
this one occupies a high place, and has been quoted as Such 
by eminent Acharyas. Even so, manuscripts of the work have 
become rare, and all our enquiry could give us no informa- 
tion of any other copy than the manuscript, Shelf No 10 G. 27, 
in the Theosophical Society, Adaiyar, of which a copy came 
into our hands by chance, and a more or less imperfect manu- 
script, No. 23743 (Grantha) in the Government Oriental 
Manuscripts Library at Madras. The first of these is said 
to have been copied on 24th January 1918 from the MS in 
possession of Rangaswami Bhattacharya of Snrangam. On 
both of these manuscripts this edition of the work is based. 
Except for very bad lapses in chapter XXVIII and compara- 
tively smaller lapses in the very first chapter, the work is in 
a fairly good state of preservation. It is published therefore 
as it is without waiting for the possibility of a more 
complete copy. If ever one should become available, it would 
not be difficult to issue an amended text, and make the 
work complete. The work is of too great importance to the 
Bhaktt school of Vaishnavism to need any apology for its 
publication. I acknowledge here with pleasure my obligation 
to Dr.Benoytosh Bhattacharya, Director, Oriental Institute 
Baroda, and the Government of Hts Highness the Maharaja 
Gaekwad of Baroda for publishing it in the Gaek wad’s Oriental 
Series. I acknowledge with equal pleasure the assistance I 
received from Salntya Siromam Pandit S. Rajagopalacharya 
who read the work with me, and whose comparatively short 
introduction in Sanskrit is also included m the work. It is 
hoped that this publication would lead to a better under- 
standing of the Paticharatra, and of the character of the 
a^ama works gercrally. 

5th March 1940. \S. KRISHNASWAMI A I YANG A R. 

Mjlaporc, Madras S. J 




INTRODUCTION 
Paramasamhita of the Pancharatra 
Pancharatra Agama : — 

What is called the Pancharatra is one section of the 
agama literature of the Vaishnavas. The term agama, as it is 
used generally, is applied to a class of works of a general 
character ’which incorporate the established, accepted prac- 
tice in regard to any subject which has an nsjama of its own. 
In its religious signification, responsible commentators among 
the Vaishnavas regard agama as the synon>m of what logi- 
cians call iipta vCikyam . Literally this would mean the 
words or commands of those interested in our welfare Tins 
would correspond to what is generally called sish tachiira, or 
the practice of the disciplined. Having regard to these shades 
of meaning, we may define an iigama generally as that 
which is the accepted practice of the disciplined m respect 
of worship. 

The agantas and their number . — 

The iiga mas presume the existence of God as the “Sole 
Supreme,” whether the name actually given to tint Supreme 
Being be Siva, or Vishnu, or any other. The most clhcient 
method of attaining salvation is by devoted service to that 
Supreme, whatever be the form chosen. These agantas fall 
into different classes according to the nature of the deity 
chosen. But three classes stand out. Vaishnava, Suva and 
Sikta. Votaries of other religions and institutions also have 
their iigamas, but \vc are not concerned with them at present. 
Among the Hindu s>stcm of agamic religion, these three 
take a prominent place. •Agama teaching generally falls into 
four sections, (1) conduct (charyii), (2) service (fcmfi), (3) 
knowledge (/iJtlmi), and (d) devotion (\oga), 1 htbC fc Uiircs 
arc common both to the Sma and Vaishnava iigama'*. Ltai - 
mg aside the Sakta for the moment, the Vaishnava and Saiva 
iigamas arc generally said to be 10S, and 2S in number res- 
pectively. Some among these arc held to be the most promi- 
nent and others arc regarded as minor, being devoted more 
or less to particular forms of thcdc.ty worsluppcd. 
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Pancharatra and Vaikhanasa — 

The Vaishnava n^amas arc sometimes spolenofasof 
two chsses, the Pancharatra and the Vaihhanasa The dif 
ference between the two schools seem to be in the details of 
the ritual of worship but otherwise there seems to be i ore 
cognised difference in the matter, or the meaning of these The 
108 Vaishnava a^amas are hi en to be all of them Pancharatra, 
and the list does not include the well 1 now n \ aihhanasa texts 
For a full list of these 108 and what are printed and avail 
able, and what not, reference may be made to the mtroduc 
tory volume of Prof Schraders Ahirbhudnya Samhita pub 
lishcd by the AdaiyarTheosophical Society in three volumes 
An article on the P nchantra in the Journal of the Royal 
Asiatic S ciety of Great Britain and Ireland for 191 1 by A 
Govindacharya ma> also be referred to 
Pancharatra uorslnp common tit South Indian temples — 

Pancharatra and Panchantra-worship seem to obtain m 
the great majority of cases of the Vishnu temples of South 
India and must have had a large general following perhaps 
almost from the beginning Some of the Pmcharatra works 
themselves contain the list of the 108 They themselves some 
times also contain a select list of those which are the most 
important or held in the highest esteem The numbers 
given of these latter are 9 6 5 and 3 This worl Parama 
samhita is included in these select lists also excepting the last 
one the three last being Satvata PiushI ara and Jaja which 
stand out most prommenti) Each one of these three is pro 
vided with another worl which is an elaboration and a detailed 
exposition of the ritual These three guide the practice of 
worship in the three great \ishnu shrines of South India 
Mell ottai (Tirun iraj a^apunm) in Mjsore, Snrangam and 
lvuichipuram (Conjivaram) 



Explanation of the name Pancharatra — 

The name Pmehar ttra is explained in a varielv of wavs 
It jstal en to have reference to the plainest meanm * of the 
words that it contains mcarn g five ni^hls Tins is accounted 
for as being due to the act that the Pmcharatra had been 
explained Lj the orig ml expounder in five successive nights t 
This is so stated m the Satapatha Brahmana as having been 
narrated in five nights of a 8 lira * The Paramasamhita text 
itself gves its own definition which is characteristic of the 
"°_ rk _ Thc nime ts s ^ d to be due to the five qualities of 

1 Panmasamhita \\M 19 ~ 
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inahabhiita , namely, the five gross elements ( bhiita ), the rive 
subtle elements (ianma tras), cgoistry or mdiuduaUon ( ahan - 
barn), and thought ( bitddln ), and the formless original matter 
(avycihta). These five constitute the i air is or gifts of Pi.ru- 
sha . 3 Hence the Tantra or the J&stra which treats of these gifts 
gets to be called Pancharatra . 4 The treatment of these in 
Pancharatra or the Yoga-tantra may be regarded as distinct 
from, and, we may say even peculiar to, the Pancharatra as 
distinguished from the Sankhyas socalled. Hence the name 
Pancharatra for this class of works. 

The Bhagavata religion of the Pahchaiatras — 

^What is called the Pancharatra is generally regarded as 
the Bhagavata religion of Bhakh or devotion to God, capable 
of being propitiated by devoted service and of granting m 
consequence ultimate salvation (mhveyas). The question of 
the antiquity of the religion of Bhagavata, and of the 
Bhagavatas as a sect, has received considerable attention in 
recent times. It is regarded as a school of thought and a 
body of people practising a mode of worship in conformity 
thereto, and goes back to times anterior to the Buddhist and 
Jam history. 5 We are enabled by recent research to trace 
the growth of this sect of teachers and teaching from now 
backwards regularly to Vedic times. The teaching of the 
Blrigavatas likewise has been receiving much attention, and 
the conclusion has recently been reached that the Bhagavad- 
gita itself is a manual of the Bhagavata religion. 6 We shall 
consider these positions briefly. 

The Bhagavata ichgion coeval Kith Jainism and Buddhism — 
The Bhagavata religion and the Blngavatas are under 
reference in literature which takes us back to the early lite- 
rature of the Jains, as some of their earliest classics make 
mention of the holy ones of the Bhagavatas. 7 The inclusion 
of the names, Vasudev a and Baladcva among the Salika 
Punishas of the Jams and thur reference to the relationship 
between Anshtaneini and V.Isudcva among the Blngavatas 
would make the idea of Vasudev a-vvorship contemporary 
with the earhest stages of Jainism. The idea of the Vamdcvas 
and the Butadcvas being regarded as among the great per- 
nonages of the Jains m the p re sent day would certainly attest 

3 . Parn.raa e 'unhit4 1. 39-40 

4. Ibid. 33. 

5. Sir K. G. Bbaciirknr*s Histor> of Vishnuism, etc., and H. C. 

It'll CbaudrVs Earl> History of Vaishnausn. 

6. The L-sicy ot In Jn Professor b N. Dassupta’s Charter. 

7. Uttar iihyayaoa, ?OUI. 
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to an equal antiquity to the Bhagavata religion. Equally 
early references to the Bhagavatas could be traced in 
Buddhist literature. The Ghata Jataka 8 seems to be 
reminiscent of the Vaishnava tradition; Ghata, the brother of 
Vasudcva is identified with the Buddha in a previous birth, 
and Viisudeva is identified with Sariputra. Other early Bud- 
dhistic texts contain references to the sect of the Bhagavatas 
among the innumerable religious sects who were contem- 
porary with the Buddha himself, as has been pointed out 
long ago by Sir K. G. Bhandarkar. It thus makes it clear 
that the Bhagavata religion as such is at least as old as 
Jainism and Buddhism. 

The Bhagavata cult prevalant all over India at the beginning 
of the Christian era. ' 

That this religion had a considerable following is in 
evidence in the number of references to the worship of 
Vasudeva and Baladeva, or Vasudcva and Saukarshana, and 
Krishna and Baladeva, and in a number of other forms. The ‘ 



Besnagar Pillar inscription of the 2nd century before Christ 
bears evidence to the worship of Vasudeva in temples. The 
inscription records the erection of a Garuda Pillar in the 
temple of Vasudeva and indicates thereby that that worship 
had been accepted by a foreign Greek ambassador from 
Taxita 10 . This definitely establishes the practice of tire 
Bhagavata religion in the period of the Sungas. Another 
inscription at Ghasundi n of the same Vaishnava character 
takes us back somewhat earlier. A similar reference has 
come to notice recently in Muttra 1 * in regard to similar 
worship. That is so far as India north of the Vindhyas is 
concerned. In the inscription of the Satavahana queen 
Naganika 13 found in the heart of the Satavahana country, the 
record begins with an invocation to Vasudeva and Sankar* 
shana. Proceeding further South, we come upon references 
to the worship o Krishna and Baladeva in Tamil literature, 
and numbers of instances could be quoted from the Tamil 
classics. For a precise reference, the poem 56 in the Parana* 
nam collection ascribed to Nakkirar, contemporary of the 

f ?Tc S £L n r ya "’ Tal Wlankanam, solemnly in- 

cludes Krishna and Baladeva, along with Siva and Sub- 
rahmanH, as the four controlling deities of the un iverse. 

9 OpufcrtfjfT 561 Buddba J atakas * IV, p. 57. 



10. Epi. Indies X, App. p. 63, 

11. Ibid. p. 3. 



I?* ■ Bbindarkar s. List of Sans. Inscriptions. 

13. Epi. Indjca. App. to. Vol, X, p. 121. V 
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This irrefutable evidence that, among the Gods commanding 
worship as Supreme deities, this pair takes rank along with 
the Saiva pair, S>iva and his son, Subhramanya or Skanda, is 
indeed oE great significance. Numbers of references could 
be quoted from the Silapadhikaram for temples 
to these two deities in the Chola capital at Kaveri- 
pattinam, and in the Pandya capital at Madura alike. ( 14 ) 
One of*the early shnnes in the far south is Tirumallrum Solai 
which finds mention in the Silapadhikaram ( 15 ) along with 
Srirangam and Tirupati as places peculiarly holy to Vishnu. 
This place is said to have installed in it Krishna and Baladeva 
as the chief deities in the temple. In times later than these, 
we have not merely undoubted references, but elaborate 
descriptions of devotion to the worship of Krishna and Bala- 
deva. These references establish beyond doubt the preva- 
lance of the worship of Krishna and Baladeva all over the 
country, so that we would not be wrong if we state it 
categorically that the Bhagavata cult, of which these form the 
principal features, was prevalent over the whole of the 
country. 

Poems included in flic collection Panpddal expound the 
PancharilU n:— 

Apart from these stray references, the Tamil classic 
Panpadal, which is a collection of poems of a particular kind 
of composition, of which 70 poems of what was probably a 
larger collection, has been recovered and published, contains 
five poems in description of Vishnu. These are intended to 
describe the character of Vishnu as a deity, and have no more 
definite object of describing the Bhaga\ata or any other cult 
as such. Even so, the description ot Vishnu as given m 
poems 3 and 4 by one Kaduvan Ila-Eyinan follows closely 
the description of Vishnu as the Supreme m the Pancharatra 
text books, and the Narayaniya of the Mahabharata as well. 
The inference would be possible that this description is based 
directly upon some of the Pancharatra texts which have come 
down to us, although this need not be considered absolutely 
necessary as the whole of the Narayaniya of the Mahabharata 
before us was probably known at the time in the Tamil 
country. Whether the Narayaniya or any Pancharatra text- 
book was the source from which the inspiration was drawn 
by the Tamil poet, it is clear beyond doubt that the descrip- 
tion oE Tirumal, the familiar name for Vishnu, is closely 
analogous to the descripti on that wc get of the Supreme 

147 Book V. II. 169-73, and Bk. XIX, IkT-IO. 

15. Bk. XI. II. 35-55 and 11. 90 ff. 
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Vlsudeva-Vishnu m the Pancharatra text-books It therefore 
becomes obvious that in the distant Tamil country, it was not 
merely the detail of worship, or mere mention of the names 
of Vasudeva and SanI arshana that are under reference, but 
something very much more than that, the agaviaic idea of 
the supreme character of Vishnu The description goes into 
all the details of the creation as given in the earlier chapters 
of the Paramasamhita and defimtclj refers to the iourvyilhas 
and the tbhavas There is the further statement of the 
character of immanence ( aniaryamUva ) clearly made m the 
poem Another poem in the same collection, No 15, makes 
a specific reference that Krishna and Baladeva are the 
deities installed in Tirumal Irum Solai, and that poem is 
again by an author by name Ilam-Pcruvaludi The names 
of these two authors arc clearly those of castes other than that 
of the Brahman The affix to the first name would indicate 
the hunter caste and that of the second some association 
with the Pandyan family ruling over Madura This poem 15 
gives m circumstantial detail the features of Vasudeva- 
Sankan»hana so fully that it leaves us in little doubt that this 
worship had established itself m the remote south much ear 
her than the period to which the poem actually refers 

The Pancharatra and the Tamil A l ars 

If there had been such a detailed 1 now ledge of the teach 
ings of the Bhagavati and the Pancharatra m the distant 
south as is indicated in lhes A references it would naturally 
be expected that further references could be found in the 
later literature of the south As a matter of fact the Bhaktt 
movement seems to have been m full blast in South India 
dur ng the first millennium of the Christian era the Bhakti 
of the Satvas as well as of the Vaishnavas But we are con 
cemed only with the Bhagavatas and their Bhakti and we 
have a number of indirect and direct references to this school 
of the tanlra or the sastra upon which this teaching had been 
based The Aharsnerc tnehe tfl number, and were 
undoubtedly devotees of Vishnu Their devotion finds vent 
in poem 3 of artistic merit and their unalloyed devotion is 
exhibited to the full References to ntll which is the literal 
Tamil equivalent of the Sansl nt tantra hes scattered through 
the works of the early Alvars not only, but we get some 
elaborate references to what this actually stood for in the 
works of Tirumal isai Alvar, whose two poems included in the 
Prabhandham expound the teaching with greater elaboration 
than his three predecessors or contemporaries of tins 
school The whole of the teaching of the Alvars, all 
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of them, is suffused with the teaching of this school of Bhakli , 
which is as we find it set forth in the dgamaic text-books, the 
agama with which we are directly concerned, namely, the 
Paramasamhita. Even the first Alvars have direct references 
to the general principle inculcated m the work that un alloy' 
ed and single-minded devotion to Vishnu in the simplest 
form possible is the most efficient for the attainment of 
salvation. 16 In fact they state it that the more elaborate 
forms of worship in the manner of the Veda and Vedic 
learning is all good for those that have the equipment for 
doing it, but, for actual attainment of salvation, that is not at 
all necessary for those who do not have the equipment. A 
far simpler method of devotion, the mere recitation of the 
names of God, is enough, provided only that that devotion is 
absolutely single-minded. 17 We have an explicit statement 
in Tirumangai Alvar that what the others perhaps speak of 
in general terms as mil and mam alternatively, sometimes as 
aiantll, stands actually for agama works, which are believed 
generally to have been the teaching of Vishnu directly. The 
first stanza of the 6th section of the tenth ten of the Penyatiru- 
mo li, his major work in the Prabandha, does contain the 
statement “Our Lord who expounded elaborately to the 
world the Dharma Sastra (Aiantll) in the form of Nara- 
Narayana.” This has reference certainly to the agama works, 
which were originally expounded by Vishnu to various people 
on various occasions, but primarily to Narada, and were 
published to the world as they were through Nara and 
Narayana, described as the sons of Vishnu, two among his 
four sons, who reside habitually in an asrama at Badan, and 
are regarded as having taught these to the world. The term 
AramU as such could be literally translated into Dharma 
Sastra, or simply the tanfra or treatise dealing with dharma . 
The Pancharatra that was taught by the Supreme Vasudeva 
is certainly a way of life, a Dharma Sastra, and, among the 
first that received the teaching from the Sun to whom the 
Supreme One taught it, were the seven Prajapahs as 
they are called, the Saptarslus, and the eighth 

one who learnt it of the Sun was Svayambhuva-Manu 
This Svayambhava-Manu is said to ha\e given the 
teaching to the w'orld in the Sistra that he taught as the origi- 
nal Manava Dharma_ Sastra 13 It therefore becomes clear 
that, while the early Altars hate more or less indirect referen- 

16. 2nd Tiruvandadi. St. 38. 

17. Ibid. St 39 and similar passages m the v.orks c£ tbe others. 

18. M. Bb, Book XIII, Ch. 343 ’S1.31 5. 45. (Kurabbatonam Edn.). 
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of these two authors are clearly those of castes other than that 
of the Brahman The affix to the first name would indicate 
the hunter caste, and that of the second some association 
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of them, is suffused with the teaching of this school of Bhakti , 
which is as we find it set forth in the dgamaic text-books, the 
agama with which we arc directly concerned, namely, the 
Paramasamhita. Even the first A 1 vars have direct references 
to the general principle inculcated in the work that unalloy- 
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in Tirumangai Alvar that what the others perhaps speak of 
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aranitl, stands actually for agama works, which are believed 
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moh, his major work in the Prabandha, does contain the 
statement “ Our Lord who expounded elaborately to the 
world the Dharma Sastra (Atanill) in the form of Nara- 
Narayana.” This has reference certainly to the agama works, 
which were originally expounded by Vishnu to various people 
on various occasions, but primarily to Narada, and were 
published to the world as they w*ere through Nara and 
Narayana, described as the sons of Vishnu, two among his 
four sons, who reside habitually in an asrama at Badan, and 
are regarded as having taught these to the world. The term 
Arantll as such could be literally translated into Dharma 
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one who learnt it of the Sun was Svayambhuva-Manu 
This Svayambhava-Manu is said to have given the 
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nal Manava Dharma^ Sastra. 18 It therefore becomes clear 
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16. 2nd Tiruvandadi, St. 38. """™* 

17. Ibid. St. 39 and stmilar passages m the works of the others 

18. M. Bb. Book XIII, Ch. 343 'S1.31 & 45. (Kumbhakooom Edo ). 
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ccs to this, their teaching taken ns a whole exhibits close simi 
hrity to the teaching of the Paficharatri Among the liter 
A I v irs, Nammi h ir is much more elaborate and much more 
literary and artistic but the essence of his teaching is almost 
exactly the same as that of the first Alvars lhc works of the 
other Altars including Andil are of the samegeneral character, 
so that we may say definitely that the teaching of the Ahars is 
Bhagavataic or agamaic or Pinchar itrcc in character Tiru 
mangai Al\ ir In ed in the 8th century after Chnst, and the 
other A Uars go bacl ward from him through five or si\ cen 
tunes in point of time-a period coeval with that of the Sana 
Adiyars the Nay an mars of the Siva school of bliakti This 
direct statement from Tirumangai Alvar only confirms the 
general position and gives us a precisely pointed statement in 
regard to it 

The Mahabharata in the Tamil country in the S' an gam age 
Whence die into the Tamil 

country to be so icorporatcd m 

the literature of urce and that 

is literary , is the Maliabhanta The Santi pnrva of the Maha 
bharata has remained suspect as a later addition to the great 
epic It is now generally admitted that the whole of the 
Mahabharata m its present form consisting of a lakh of slokas 
(S ata Sihasriki ) was I noun by the 6th century' A D This 
does not depend merely upon literary evidence, but is found 
in an inscription of the Guptas (the khoh copper plates m 
scnption) 19 On this counting, it would be impossible to 
exclids the Smtiparva as a whole from the scope of the 
S' ata Sihasri u a, Mah iblnrata In the Tamil land itself, 
one of the earliest achievements of the Tamil Pandyas who 
established the Sangam in Madura, was the doing of the 
Mahabhirati into T mul A tenth century charter’ 0 referrin" 
to the early Pmdyas the Pandyas who lived and passed away 
with distinction, in the centimes anterior to the advent of a 
new dynasty of Pmdyas in the 6th century, make referen- 
ces to a distinguished Pandyan, victor over his enemies at a 
place called Talaiy alanUnam The story is that he destroy ed 
the armies of his enemies the Chohs and the Chens ata place 
called Talaiy alanl anam, and that was the prime achieve 
ment that made him famous Along with this happens to be 
mentioned two other achievements of Ins of a civil, and not 
warhhe character, and they are said to be the establishment 
of the S mgam in Madura and the doing of t he Mahablnrata 

19 Fleet C I I Gupta Inscr pt ons 

20 The large S nnamaimr Plates S I I Vol HI Pt IV 
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into Tamil . 21 This last statement means that he got the Mahv 
bharata translated into Tamil, as the verb is m the causative 
without a doubt. Wc have the name of a well known author 
of the Sangam age who goes by the name Perumdevan, and he 
is distinguished in this class of literature by being referred to 
as the Perumdevan, who sang the Mahabharata, that is, who 
made a versified^ translation of the Mahabharata, Parafam 
Padiya Perumdevan. We may therefore take it safely that 
the Bharata was done into Tamil as a whole, and what is 
really material to our discussion is that this Tamil version in- 
cluded in all probability the Sianti parva of the Mahabharata 
containing in it the Mbkshadharma particularly and the 
Niirayanlya. If we could therefore take it that the doing of the 
Mahabharata into Tamil in fact included the Niirayanlya por- 
tion, we could easily understand the Tamils of the age of tiie 
Abvars having a fairly full knowledge of the teaching of the 
Bhagavatas. 

The Sdtvata movement ami Bhgaavata tvordup 

There is another explanation for the prevalence of 
Bhagavata worship so far out as distant South India, This 
form of worship, there are good reasons for believing prevailed 
as the form of worship among the people who came to be 
known from very early historical times as the Satvatas 22 
Their general adoption of this form of worship and their carrying 
it over with them wherever they went seems to ha\e been one 
of the potent causes of the outspread of this form of worship 
over this vast extent of country. The Sahatas were associated 
with the Purus, one of the Vcdic tribes, whose name occurs 
in conjunction with those of the Bharatas. When they moved 
out from the region of the Surasenas owing to the war of 
extinction the ^urasena ruler and his ally, the ruler of Maga- 
dha, Jarasandha, waged against them, they are said to have 
betaken themselves to the western frontier or rather south- 
western frontier of the ICuru-Panchala region finally. In the 
course of this migration various sections of these people seem 
to have settled down in the region of Mali a and the farther 
south, and therc f rom spread over the whole of northern Dakhan 
and the region of the Konkan. Some of these seem to hive mo- 
ved further southward also, as among the early peoples of South 
India we findkclasscs bearing names Ayar, Andar, Idaiyar, all 
of them communities of cattlcmearers, corresponding more or 
less to the later Alms, the Abhiras of Sanskrit literature. 
This movement of the Satvatas dales back to earlier than 

21. Indian Historical Quarterly, Vol IX, p 6 3flf 

22. Proceedings of the 2nd Oriental Conference, Calcutta, pp 3a 1 ff, 





the diys of the Aitarcya Bnihmana which refers to th<J 
AbhuJitka of Indra in the southern region of the Satvatas 
With the title Bfioja. Tiiese titles, Bhoja and Mahabhoja are 
found to be common in historical times in the region of 
Berar extending down the Mahratta country to as far south 
as the northern part of the present day Mysore territory. 23 
We also have evidence among the Southern dynasties of the 
Aflmkula, and of the solar race traditions associated with the 
ruling dynasties of Rajaputana in later times. A Tamil chief- 
tain, Iruneovel, ruling over North-western Mysore claims 
descent m the* 49th generation from Krishna of Dvaraka. 
There is a story related in connection with this chieftain that 
the poet Kipitar attempted negotiating a marriage of this 
chieftain with the daughters of his friend Pan of Parambu- 
nadu after the father’s death. In that connection, the position 
of the family comes into reference, and the details are stated 
there. Kapilar’s poems in connection with this incident arc 
included in the PurananGru collection. 24 In a poem of ano- 
ther collection relating to the Palkuas of Ranch i, the state- 
ment is made that these Pallavas were descended from one 
of the younger suons of the ruling family of Ayodhj a, the 
Ikshvnku family, and they are supposed to have descended 
from the younger scions of the family than Rama. 25 This is 
stated in terms in the Perumbinarruppadai celebrating the 
TomJamSn Uam-Timyan of Kanchu There is an important 
class of people constituting the population of south India 
even now who are called Vanmyars. They nou-a-days call 
themselves Van mku la Kshatrijas. This may be interpreted 
as Agmhuh as the word Vanm means fire. But then vanni 
is also the name of a tree, and it may be that the name is taken 
from the tree totem. Whether these people belong to the 
Agmltula or no, the fact of a chieftain claiming Satvata asso- 
ciation with Dvar ika,and the prevalence of that and other simi- 
lar tradition in respect of the Tondamin chieftain of Kaiicht 
possibly through the Cliolas, the Chola king having been the 
father of this Tondaman, is indication of the spread of the 
tradition to the south and presumably also of the people intima- 
tely associated with these traditions. If the Salvatas, or 
people associated with these ethnically, moved into the south 
and occupied important regions ot the peninsula, they must 
have carried their religious traditions with them, and 
that might account for the prevalence of the Bhagavata 

23. A S. \V. I. IV, 98 ff. J, B. R. A. S. 407 ff. ” 

24. 201. 

25. Pattups^o III, 11,29-37. 




Worship in the south. The Satvata movement therefore 
would account for this cultural movement Probably the 
prevalence of the Bhagavata worship in the south may have 
actually to be accounted for as the combined results of 
the movement of the people Satvatas and the traditions 
incorporated in the Santi parva of the Mahabharata. 

The tradition of Agastya's emigration confinnatory 

It is clear from what has been staled above that the 
teaching of the Blnigavafca religion had early got formulated 
perhaps m the legion of Kurukshetra, and earned over the 
country to the extreme south by the Satvata movement which 
must have begun somewhat earlier than the great war of the 
Matribhcftati. The tradition of the movement of Agastya to 
the south contains points in it which would confirm this. 
When it was resolved that Agastya should move southward 
across the Vmdhya mountains, it is said that he went to 
various places and obtained various items of equipment for 
his journey south. For one thing he earned the waters of the 
Ganges in his kamandala (water-pot) and went to Krishna and 
obtained 13 leaders and 18,000 cultivators, and with much 
other equipment went forward towards the south. 26 These 
traditions are certainly reminiscent of the southward move- 
ment of a people from the north carrying with them the 
culture that had already got into vogue m the north. When 
the body thus emigrated and settled down in the south, 
there started a new development, which combined the 
culture of these immigrants and of that of all the people whom 
perhaps they found there already. The whole course of this 
dw^V^w/ivA awtVa&ed vr, *A kfe Qte&VAa v^Vi. ’wfe&a m fed 
m full efflorescence by the beginning of the Christian era 
showing a further exuberance of growth in the centuries follow- 
ing to the time of Ramanuja. Ramanuja had ample material 
in the latter half of the 11th century, and the earlier half of 
the 12th to formulate the system of worship and religion 
which goes by the name Vaishnavism His teaching was 
earned to the north in the generations immediately following 
and developed in various branches with characteristic diffe- 
rences suitable to the localities where it developed further in 
the somewhat sensuous Radlnknshna cult of Bengal on the 
one side, and the somewhat severer cult of the Sikhs on the 
other. We are not concerned to deal with that topic further 
here. 



26 TolVappiam Poyiram and Nacchinarkkiniyar's Commentary 
thereon. - 
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The Bhagavad~Gita and the Pancharatra — 

The next point for consideration is the position that the 
Gita occupies m the development of this school. The Gita 
has been for long the subject of study both in the East and 
in the West, and has received much attention at the hands of 
critical scholars. Various theories had been advanced in 
regard to its character, and its position in the Mahabharata as 
a whole It is hardly necessary for us to traverse the whole 
ground here. Now that we have a handbook of the Pancha- 
ratra of the general character of the Paramasamluta, we are 
in a far better position to compare the Gita as a whole with 
the Bhagavata-Paflcharatraic teaching incorporated m this 
work, and arrive at important conclusions. Even a \cry 
cursory reading would show similarity of teaching between 
the two too close to be neglected and regarded as accidental. 
The nature of the teaching as well as the details point to the 
affiliation of the one with the other. The interesting question 
would arise as to which of the two might be regarded as the 
engin'd, the general Paficharatrfuc teaching, or the Bhagavad 
Gita. By general Pancharatraic teaching we do not mean 
what is actually stated m any text of the Pafichantra, but 
the actual general principles underlying the teaching. As m the 
case of most departments of Indian literature, there must 
have been a body of Pancharutrmc teaching probably handed 
down from teacher to pupil and practised more or less gene* 
ral y by the people before the teaching gets to be formulated 
handbooks for the teaching of this system So whether 
the Pancharatra books which have become available to us be 
Iatei or earlier will not affect the antiquity of the Panchara- 
truc teaching. What is material to our purpose is the 
antiquity of the Pancharatra in general, and not the actual 
age of any particular text book. The question then reduces 
itself to determining whether the Gill follows the Pancharatra 
teaching, or the Pancharatra follows the Git i teaching 
The Pancharatra and Vaidika ritualistic teaching — 

The problem of an original Gita, subsequently inflated 
by additions and interpolations, does not concern us for the 
' 25? lem whether there was an epic Gita elabo- 
rated by additions of doctrinal teaching of various kinds 
into the present form of the work is a pFoblem u h^h has 

which would naturally 

“ the Gita and its authors .■ i ‘ 

that the Gita text as it is, was teaching original to the work 
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itself, and was taught for the first time in the work by Krishna 
of Dvaraka, the Mahabharata hero. This assumption would 
naturally fix the date of origin of the Gita to the Mahabharata. 
In a discussion of the Pancharatraic teaching and its relation 
to the Gita we have certainly to consider how far this posi- 
tion that the Gita teaching was originated by Krishna is in - 
consonance with what we know of the Pancharatra teaching. 
By all accounts, in the large variety m which they have 
come down to us, the teaching of the Pancharatra is ascribed 
to the Supreme deity of the Bhagavatas, Vasudeva, later on 
identified with Vasudeva-Krishna leading to very important 
conclusions in regard to the nature of the Pancharatra itself. 

It has been regarded in consequence that the Pancharatra 
was non-Brahmamc in point of character and Kshatnya in 
its origin, and therefore a Protestant school of 
teaching to Brahmanism, as in fact Buddhism and Jamism 
are. While we do not feel that it is necessary we should 
discuss that problem here, we may just remark m passing 
that while the Pancharatra, as it has come down to us, 
distinctly does make provision for the religious needs of the 
four varnas, at any rate specifically and distinctly, it would 
be hard to postulate from the texts themselves anything anti- 
Bralimamcal in point oE character. Even the much objected 
Vedic rituals, which certainly were exclusively the monopoly 
of the Brahmans, not withstanding the fact that the actual pur- 
pose of these rituals and the ment accruing therefrom had 
always been for the benefit of the community as a whole, w'ere 
never regarded as of benefit only to the Brahman community. 
Therefore the ascription of anything anti-Brahmamcal to 
the Pancharatra seems on the face of it unwarranted. 
Leaving that question aside, there is still left the ques- 
tion how far the ritualistic performances of the Veda 
could be regarded as efficacious for achieving the 
ultimate ends of man. The ritualistic side of the 
Veda seems obviously intended to propitiate various 
deities, and it may ultimately be the Deity, with a view to the 
attainment of benefits of a limited character and not the 
ultimate benefit of what the Sanskntists call mldrtyas, the 
ultimate salvation. It is there that the Pancharatraic teaching 
might be held to come into conflict with the Vedic ritualistic 
teaching. We find this difference noted with a certain 
amount of emphasis at the very outset of the Gita, thus 
lending colour to the conclusion that it was a Kshatnya 
protest against the Bralimanical claims. 
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Knshna-Dfoaklputra, a student of the Pafichamlra — 

Leaving that aside w e come to the question that the 
Krishna of ttic Mahabharatra is referred to even in an early 
work such as the Chandogya Upanishad as Krishna Dcvahi- 
putra, which would imply Knshnas other than this Dcvakl- 
putra, as perhaps well known persons, the compound 
name Knshna-Vasu ckv i, Krishna, the son of Vasud&va would 
similarly imply other Knshnas besides this particular one. 
T it this Krishna- 

■ . _ certain RisJn 

0 ■ « ■ Ah gi rasa gotra 

which, is what the title would mean, was a descendant of the 
Risht Angirasa, the most distinguished member ot the Ahgirasas 
being Brihaspali, and, as such, came into the hereditary 
line of teachers beginning with Brihaspati, the Angirasa, to 
whom the Pancharatra teaching was given charge at one 
stage. Presumably therefore Krishna-Devakiputra had 
learnt this Bhagavata teaching, whatever that be, from Ghora 
Angirasa of the school of the Paficharatras. This at once 
establishes that he was certainly not the originator of the 
teaching, however distinguished he might have become as the 
expounder of that teaching later on. 

Para-Vasitdeia the teacher of the Pancharatra m the Gita 
itself — 

The references to the name Yasudev a in the metrical siltras 
of Pamni,(IV. 3. 95-98) and Patanjah’s interpretation likewise, 
both of them make it clear that these had some conception of 
a divine Vasudeva and Vasudeva-worship apart from Knshna- 
Vasudeva. Therefore the acceptance of a Para-Vasudeva as 
the originator of the Pancharatraic teaching as writers of old 
believed, seems to be a fairly correct position. This is borne 
out by a statement made by Krishna himselE m the Bhagavad 
Gita at the beginning of chapter IV, where he makes the 
reference that He taught this “Yoga of Paiichanitra” to 
Vivasvan, the Sun, and that the Sun taught it to Manu and 
Manu to Ikshvaku, and then the statement follow’s tint this in 
course of time had been forgotten. He takes it up m the third 
sloka that I am He who now imparts to you that old teach- 
ing. * Though the question here is made clear that the person 
who taught the Sun w’as an old entity, and that Krishna now 
teaches Arjuna the same teaching, Arjuna does raise the 
point how it could happen that Krishna living in lus time 
could teach this to the Sun who taught Ikshvaku. This would 
imply a comparatively large number of generations antenor 
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to Arjuna, and hence the question. Then Krishna gives the 
explanation, or rather, he is driven to the explanation, that 
“unborn though he be, he does generally come many times 
into the world according to need. 11 That should be held to be 
decisive that Krishm-Devakiputra the friend of Arjuna and 
the teacher of the Gita to him, was a person quite different 
fiom the Para-Vasudeva, the originator of the Bhagav ita and 
the Pancharatraic teaching. 1'his idea of a supreme Vasudeva 
seems inculcated by Krishna in VII, 18 as well. So the 
evidence of the Gita itself is to recognise a separate entity, 
Para-Vasudeva as distinct from Knshna-Vasudeva often 
spoken of as Vasudeva as he was an Avatar of the on- 
ginal Para-Vasudeva. All the literature of the Pancharatra, 
direct and indirect, speak of the Supreme in the one form or 
the other, particularly the more general class of writings than 
the set Pancharatraic texts. This position of the Gita there- 
fore seems confirmatory of what- is said in the Narayanlya 
section of the Mahabharata in regard to the Pancharatra itself, 
its origin and the general tenor of its teaching, 

Gt/a, a manual of Pancharatra teaching . — 

In regard to the Gita itself, it is hardly necessary to take 
up the question of an original Gita and its subsequent growth. 
This investigation initiated by Professor Jacobi and taken up 
later on by Professor Garbe has been continued in a recent 
treatise by Professor Otto, the author of Mysticism, Eastern 
and Western. He starts with the thesis that there was an ori- 
ginal epic Gita forming an integral part of the Mahabharata, 
and not intended to teach anything religious. The religious 
teaching in it is in consequence relegated as interpolations, 
and therefore later accretions to the original texts. That hardly 
concerns us, as wc arc primarily concerned here with the Gita 
as a religious manual, and as such wc have to take the Gita in 
its entirety. No explanation therefore is required for passing 
over this aspect of the_ question here. Wc arc more directly 
concerned with the Gita ns a manual of religious teaching, and 
arc primarily concerned with its position as a text book of a 
particular school of Vaishnavism, whether it should be called 
Pancharatra as such, or by any other name such as the 
BVrigivata. Considered as such, it would be quite clear that 
the Gita is a whole manual teaching Bhakh as the most 
efficacious method of attaining to salvation, and as such, and 
as inculcating Vishnu Bhakti specifically, it could he regard- 
ed, and Ins been so regarded, as a manual of the P.mclnntra 
school. As such and taken as a whole, the similarity between 
the Pancharatra teaching, and the teaching of the Bhagaa.ad 
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Gita from the doctrinal point of view is so close that one 
cannot resist the conclusion that it was intended 
to be a manual of the Paucliaratras. It is hardly 
necessary m this context to go into an elaborate investigation 
to prove this, as it would be quite obuous to even the most 
ordinary reader. In the BhaUi school of South Indian 
Vaishnavism, it is actually taken as such, and wherever we 
find references, these merely go to establish the truth of this 
statement. This is m a way confirmed by the statement of 
Sri Krishna in chapter IV of the Gita quoted above, which 
seems almost a repetition of the statement contained in the 
Narayaniya section of the Santi Par van of the Mahabharata, 
where the ^ “ 1 ‘ ' * to as “Hangltam 

Puratanam ■ would mean that 

the teactnn ■ ' by Han lum*clf 

in time primeval. A full study of the Pancharatra^ teaching 
therefore would involve a study of the text of the Pancharatra 
as in the Paramasamhita, as perhaps a good example of a 
full manual, in comparison with the Gitd on the one side, 
and the MSkshadharma of the Mahabharata leading ultimately 
to the Narayaniya. Such a study may involve chronological 
incompatibilities in the present state of opinion regarding the 
chronology of the Mahabharata itself and the Gita. But without 
a study like that, it is hardly possible to amve at any definite 
conclusions The Pancharatra is a growing tradition, and 
witho 1 * _ 11 ’ ■' 4 ■ ’ * 

ed in ‘ * ... 

of the 

went as well as the relations between the position of Yajfia- 
valkya as innovator and his teachers before him, no definite 
conclusion in regard to the doctrinal position would be 
possible. 

Pancharatra is Vatdika in character . — 

The general account of the Pancharatra as given in the 
Moksha dharma chapter gives the impression that the Panch'i- 
yatra as a system is presented there as meeting the general 
needs of humanity at large, and is intended to explain the 
general position of the relation of man to God. It starts from 
a study of the Sankhya and the Yoga, and proceeds there- 
from to the teaching of other systems reaching ultimately to 
that of the Pancharatra. The term Sankhya receives the ex- 
planation that it is nothing more than a careful or critical 
examination, rather tha n anj thing more technical, as it js 

27> M. Bh. MI. 548 s'l, 31-34, 150-10. """ 




generally understood. One often comes upon statements 
that there is no difference between the Sankhya and Yoga, as 
is too often assumed in recent critical discussions. We are 
led on gradually through a scries of discussions to the view 
that there really is no contranety or opposition between the 
orthodox Vaidic teaching as a whole, and the Pancharatra 
except the differences due to human capacity and achieve- 
ment in this department of human activity. Tiic Mahablnrata 
expounds the differences and arrives at last to the conclusion, 
in its own characteristic way, that the Pancharatra marks the 
head and crown of the God-given teaching of the Veda itself. 
Unfortunately, however, modem discussions, Indian and 
European, have attempted to trace not merely a distinction, 
but even a contranety between the Vaidic teaching and the 
Pancharatra as such. There is a school even of Indian opi- 
nion which regards the Pancharatra as outside the fold of the 
Veda. In regard to this, wc need say no more than to refer 
to the passages of the Sri Bhashya where Rimanuja refutes 
the opinion expressed by Sankara in Ins Blrishya . 28 Ramanuja 
here makes quotations from the Pancharatra text books, of 
which he mentions three, the Paushkara Sam hi La, the Sitvata 
Samluta and the Panama Samhita. The two passages that 
lie quotes from this last work have reference to the funda- 
mental position of the Pancharatra as such, and perhaps 
exhibits the importance of this w f ork in the estimation of 
Ramanuja himself In this particular, R imanuja is not the 
first of the Acharyas. The Parama Samhifi is referred to, 
and quoted with approval, by Yanuin icharya before him in 
Ins Agama Pramanya, and that receives of course further 
support from Vedanta Desika later. It is hardly necessary to 
Wbtrcrc Vne pom'i faiVntt here so ini as Vnrt pnrtacnofai part is 
concerned. The actual claim of the Pancharatra works them- 
sclv es, it must be pointed out, is that it is based on the Veda itself, 
and the claim is made that it is based entirely upon a particu- 
lar Sakha of the Veda called Ek.lyana based upon one of the 
redactions of the Yajur Veda. Ekayana is sometimes des- 
cribed as at the head of the Veda itself as a whole. This 
ELI} ana is under reference in the passage m the ChandOgya 
Upanishad where Nirnda tells Sanatkumara that that is 
among the literature that lie had already studied. Later w ntcr* 
beginning withMadhv iclhrya have no doubt tint the Eklynni 
is PatKharttn, and that statement finds support in the M ih i- 
bli trata The Clnmtog)a Upanishad itself seems to make 
the position more or less clear. Timber reference* arc given 
m the Sanskrit introduction tint follows. _ 

STTuTu 




24 



~ PaucUardtm, God-given and not of Unman origin"— 

The claim is made in the Mababharata that the 
panchafatra is of equal authority with the Veda as being 
abaiirtisliCya (God-gtven and not man made) unlike the other 
systems with which it is brought into comparison. Whatever 
interpretation the modern cntic may put upon tins supra* 
human cHaractcr of the teaching, the teaching goes back un- 
doubtedly to the tunes of the llpamshads, the oldest among 
them, and therefore anterior to Buddhism ccrtainly and 
jainism as well. The teaching of ahunsa of the Paficharatnns 
is much more emphatic than that of the Buddha, although 
in origin both perhaps sprang from a natural objection to the 
immolation of victims in sacrifices conducted in the name of 
religion. While Buddhism perhaps remained content with 
prohibiting it only so far. Jainism and Pancharatnusm prohi- 
bit killing absolutely The antiquity of the P.inchantra 
therefore gets established as beyond a doubt on traditional 
Indian evidence. Whatever the actual form of the teaching, 
it had established itself in vogue, perhaps m the days of the 
Brahmauas, and is clearly in evidence in the Upamsluds, and 
perhaps it got to be formulated in text books, it may be, in 
the age of the Sutras Hence the name Bhahti Sfttras given 
to the teachings of Nandi and f>andilya, the two principal 
exponents of this school of religious thought 

Coming to the Parama Samlnta itself, we stated already 
that, unlike the other treatises on the subject, it is a general 
handbook on the principles of the Pafichantra, and so far as 
the text of at goes, at does not seem to have reference particu- 
larly to any one temple. The context as well as the import 
of the quotations made by Rimanuja seem to imply that this 
is really a general work on the Pifiehantn principles We 
may therefore hav c to refer it to comparatively early tunes. 
Vishnu -worship of the Puicharttra kind, and Vaishnava tem- 
ples were known m the 2nd and perhaps 3rd century B. C. 
Although We have not come upon any direct reference of an 

. her times, 
er against 

1 be refer* 

uu ‘° " . This may find 

® U PP Mann - it may 

, ^ of the Pancln- 

talra t) pe, as being more or less a handbook which lav s daw n 
the way of hie of an individual going through life with a view* 
to Uic achievement of the ultimate end of human existence, 
bj freeing oneself from the ejele of births .and 
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attaining to the position of similarity and proximity to God 
Himself. The close similarity between the Paramasamhita 
as a Paiicharatra handbook and the Bhagavad Gita as it has 
come down to us as a manual of the Paiicharatra Vaish- 
navism would only go to confirm this in a general way not- 
withstanding the detailed modern criticism, which would 
ascribe the Gita to various dates. Of course, the determination 
ot this question with precision would involve a discussion of 
the position of the £>anti Parva in the Mahabharata and of the 
chronology of the Mahabharata itself. That question is too large 
for discussion here. We leave that subject there therefore till 
the larger question of the Mahabharata could take definite shape. 
A. reference to the iativas as detailed in the Parama Samhita 
Will show that the Parama Samhita makes a total of only 25 
of these, while in the $>anh Parva of the Mahabharata this is 
the actual number of the tattvas recounted till we come to 
Yajnavalkya's enunciation of these in the Santi Parva, 
chapters XXIII-XXIV, ( See S. N. Das Gupta’s History 
of_Indian Philosophy, Vol. II pp. 471 ff) It will be found that 
Yajilavalkya is led on, in the course of a discussion, to postu- 
late a 26th tallva , making the Purusha into two, the Kcvala 
Purusha or the Supreme Purusha, and the Purusha contami- 
nated by association with the Kshetra or Praknti, We do 
not find anything analogous to it in the Parama Samhita of the _ 
Paiicharatra. Reference may here be made to Panim (IV. 3.105) 
regarding the later character of Yajilavalkya as compared 
with others whose names have come down to us as originators 
or writers of the Brfdimanas. Whether we would be warranted 
in actually regarding the Parama Sariilnta older on this ground 
alone may well be left over for further investigation. The 
antiquity of the Paiicharatra nevertheless is clear from this. 
Throughout the discussions regarding these, the terms 
Bhigavata and Paiicharatra are used as synonyms, the one 
of the other. 

In many of the references made above to earlier literature, 
the Blugivatas appear as one group of people. It seems 
likely that, under that general name, a number of groups of 
people of kindred thought and practice in religion was in- 
cluded. Bolder held the Aijwkas as ascot of the Dhagiva- 
tas. But m South India the Ajivikas arc grouped along with 
the Xirgranthis who arc regarded as a section of the Jamas. 
The Ajmkas seem to have constituted a sufficiently impor- 
tant and respected group, as we come upon references m 
inscriptions lo a special levy called .tka: ka<tt, revenue 

raised in cash for the benefit of the Ajtukas. The association 
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are not m a position definitely to ascribe a precise date to 
the Paramasanihila, it is fairly clear that it is a very early 
handbook of a general character, and therefore of high 
author* ty to be quoted in discuss'ons on tin* general character 
of the teaching of Paficharatra. 

It will be seen from the above discussion that the Bhakti 
school of the Vatshnavas goes back to great antiquity, and is 
a school of thought which exercised very considerable influence 
over other sects which hud attained to historical fame, among 
them prominently Jainism and Buddhism. This position is 
certunly m keeping with what obtained in the Tamil country 
where, in the earliest extant Tamil literature, we find clear 
references not only to the worship of Krishna and Baladeva, 
but more or less to the general tenets of the agamaic teaching, 
as m the Paripadal. A detailed analysis of the poems beaiing 
on Vishnu would indicate considerable affiliation to the 
Paramasamhila in respect of details, although it is possible, 
as we have stated already, that the detailed knowledge of the 
Paficharatra possessed by the Tamils may have been got from 
the Sanh-*Parva of the Mahabharata which had, m all 
probability been done into Tamil pretty early. The Alvars 
whose time ranges from the 3rd to the 8th century have clear, 
and unmistakable and detailed references to the teaching of 
the Paficharatra as such, culminating in the specific statement 
of the Paficharatra having been taught through “Nara and 
Narana", and be of the character of a general way of life, 
DharmaLstra, as it is called in Sanskrit. It must hav e had a ^ 
continuous history in the Tamil land already, enabling 
Ramanuja to quote authoritative text books and among them 
for erne, ior lehArng w covArar; ©pvwati. Vi w 
the teaching of these agamas generally that contributed largely 
to widening the sphere of the Vedic religion, giving it a 
popular form, and making it much less technical than the 
ritualistic Vaidtk teaching of the Brahmana literature. No 
extraneous influences or copying from outside is needed to 
explain this popular character, and there is hardly justification 
for regarding the Paficharatra in particular as non-Brahmanical 
teaching, sometimes even described as anti~Brnhmnnical. It is 
this particular way of popularising that has given to modem 
Vaishnivism the wide scope and continuity of practice. This 
teaching that had received already form and shape got to be 
popularised by the writings of the Alvars and more 
regularly formulated and incorporated m the Vaishnava 
teaching by the work of Ramanuja and earned to the 
north and spread out into the various regions of Northern 
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THE 



PARAMA SAMHITA 

OF THE 

PANCHARATRA 



Samhita I 

1. Devala came to see the great sage Marhandeya who 
was then sitting at ease in his hermitage beautiful with trees 
all round. 

2. Having saluted him in the prescribed form, and, by 
him been welcomed with kindness, the learned Devala began 
addressing his questions to Markandeya who had knowledge 
of the Supreme Truth. 

3. O, Bhagavan ! (the all knowing) I have learnt the 
Vedas with all the Angas and Upangas (auxiliary studies) in 
their elaboration, I have studied from masters the auxiliary' 
sciences including Vakovakyam (Logic) 

4. After all this learning I am not able to discover, with- 
out besetting doubts, what indeed is the way which leads 
ultimately to Supreme Bliss. 

5. Nor am I able to find, in any one of the Agawas, the 
Supreme Good. Even after studying all these Agamas my 
doubting only became the worse. 

6. In this perplexity, O, Bhagavan * teach me that winch 
would rcmoae my doubts I see no one who is master of the 
ways which lead to the ultimate good, other than you. 

7. Thus addressed by' Devala, the Great Saint Marhan- 
deya, answered, with a smile, Devala’s question as follows- — 

S. I have obtained long life, my memory’ has never left 
me, many cycles of destruction and creation have been seen by 
me as also many ages of Manu. 
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9. 1 have seen many teachers, and the Sastras, I have 
learnt a thousand times over In spite of it all, I have not 
been able to obtain from them even a little of what is the only 
ultimate Good 

10 Therefore, feeling sorely pained, I went to Salagnnn, 
with a burning heart, and devoted myself to worshipping 
Vishnu there 

11 for a thousand and eight years, I conducted the 
worship in the manner that seemed best to me, but, with deep 
interest and devotion 

12 Then was seen by me the Supreme God with ejes 
beautiful as lotus flowers, of darl blue colour and a gracious 
countenance 

1 3 Prostrated by me in salutation and belauded in hymns 
of praise that King of Gods spoke to me with great kindness, 
in the following words 

14 Bhagavati - ‘O, Markandeya* by force of the worship 
which you offered through such a long period, with such 
great devotion and m the manner prescribed, I am here 
before you 

1 *i Ask what boon you wish to have whether it be length 
of life, 1 now ledge wealth, or whatever else >ou miy desire 
O the disciplined one, all prosperity to you 

16 Having been thus addressed by God, I asl ed w ith 
hands raised in adoration, tint I nohlcdge pure, clear and free 
from doubt may be nunc 

17-29 When I addressed this request the God of Gods 
replied smiling ‘if your object is to gam Supreme knowledge” 
go hence to Svctadvipa situate amidst the Ocean of Milk the 
place of attainment to great Yogis (Saints) There serving 
in due form the Wise Ones of Great Knowledge, obtain from 
them the 1 nowledge jou desire which is capable of procuring 
for you the Heaven of the Gods and the still higher freedom 
You shall have O Disciplined one * unobstructed freedom, 
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to move wherever you please, as also long life, by 
my Grace*. The great God having told me this disappeared 
then and there from my view. 

21 Thereafter having been struck with wonder, O Devala* 
I started towards £i>vetadupa, and kept travelling for a long 
time without anybody obstructing me on the wray. 

22-24. Crossing mountains and oceans I leached that 
island ultimately. There I found Saints all light, each with 
four arms bearing marks of the Disc, the Conch, and the 
Lotus. Being all devoted to Purushottama, contemplating 
Him alone (as the sole refuge), these Ekantis (people with 
only one ultimate end to attain) were hap p>, unequalled, 
without wives, with their minds mtuned, and alwajs intent 
on contemplating the Supreme. 

25. Seeing them and making my obeisance, m wonder, to 
all of them as befitted them, I then went to the hermitage of 
the Saint Sanaha 

26-29 There having done him reverence I addressed him 
in the following words* ‘Please understand lam Murkandt) a 
coming from another dvipa (division of land), O wise One' who 
has attained to the highest knowledge, enlighten me who has 
come all the way for the sake of knowledge’. Thus addressed 
by me the highly learned and great minded Sanaka, making 
reverence to the Supreme God, said in reply “Be it so**. The 
treatise which was then taught me by Sanaka, well pleased 
with my devotion, removed the doubis and darkness 
enveloping my soul Effort arose (jatah ) in me and m> mind 
became clear. 

30. Continued vcvation of mind ceased, and attachment 
to an> thing became subdued. ‘O, D^vala* 1 This Treatise was 
obtained by me m the Manvantara (the age of Manu) before 
the present one. 

51. Through tins long interval of time no one was taught 
this work as a whole because of its \aslne<s 

32-33. Having acquired this m parts, many ascetics 
have gone satisfied, for tint reason therefore this work is 
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known in the world in various forms, without giving a satis- 
factory meaning, missing the essence of its teaching and even 
contradicting one another The Pancharatra taught in this 
treatise is spot en of as the Supreme " Yoga-iantra ” 

34 O austere in devotion, because it is the work of the 
Parama Purnsha Himself That it conveys the truth, is not 
open to counter argument, and is of immense good to the 
world 

35 It is acceptable to the devoted, the more so to the 
devotees of Vishnu, among the Agamas this is treated as alone 
authoritative 

36-37. It has continued intact through the various ages 
of creation by command of the God of Gods The wise ones 
who know this work completely, will have no doubt of any 
kind in the pursuit of the path of holy living Their life 
would not be lived in vain, there is nothing that they could 
not attain to 

38-39 They will have no suffering, no anger, and no an 
guish of mind The fruit of deeds, the illumination resulting 
from knowledge and the co-operation of these two is 
expounded in this treatise The five qualities of the primary 
elements are said to be rights to the embodied soul 

40-43 This is called pancharatra either because of the 

union, or because of the separation, of these five Bhutas 
(primary elements), the Tanmatras (subtle elements), 
Ahankaram (individuation), Buddhi (thought), Avyakta (the 
formless) these five have been described as the five ratra 
(gifts) of Purusha, and hence they are called Pancharatra If 
this work is fully and carefully mastered by one, to him the 
benefit that would accrue from the study of any other Sastra 
is little If you have doubts to clear in respect of your 
pursuit of the holy way of life, have this work expounded 
To those who remain indoubt even after consulting other 
treatises bearing on the subject, this treatise is recommended 
the best (by the Wise) 

44-55 Seeing you in that condition of doubt, the feeling 
of surprise arises in me therefore listen attentively to the 
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pancharaira as heard by me of old from Sanaka through the 
grace of the God of Gods. This treatise contains one lac of 
chapters, treating of evolution and involution; teaching the 
attainment of perfection as the result of various deeds. O 
Devala; this work however it is not possible to hear in full, 
as I myself could learn it only after gaining length of life; 
I shall therefore teach you the work, taking from it only the 
essence of it, beginning with the introduction and leading up 
to the account of Vaikuntha (Supreme abode of Bliss). This 
Universe was all darkness, ununderstandable, without form, 
incapable of being described or even conceived, as if all was 
asleep all round. In sucli darkness the Supreme One 
assuming the sleep of Yoga (contemplation), remained long 
in that condition; the self-luminous One then gave thought 
to bringing about creation. Then again taking the form of 
a Yogin, the Lord first created the seed of the Universe in 
the form of a white lotus, with a thousand petals all round 
the circle of pistils (kesara) surrounding the pericap (karmka), 
springing from out of His navel. In tins lotus He created 
Vidhata (the creator) with four faces, the source of all art and 
learning, with soul sanctified by meditation on the Supreme, 
the lord of all creation. That Lord, having created the five 
elements first, then created all the worlds, including the 
moving and the unmovmg, by means of the elements 
separately and jointly. Having m this manner created all the 
worlds., Bratum. (PdamaJha) the great Yogi, in unwavering 
contemplation began concentrating (his breath). In that 
condition there arose in his mind a doubting enquiry regarding 
all that was around him. 

56. Springing from out of that doubt there came a sudden 
flash upon his mind. He then saw the God oi.Gods, lying in 
his couch in the Ocean of Milk (Kshirasngara). 

57. He, the lotus-eyed, was in bed on the body of Ananta 
(the great snake Sesln), with four arms bearing the Conch, the 
Disc, the Club and the Lotus. 

58. He was dark of hue, wearing cloth of golden colour; 
S'n, His consort was sitting at His feet. He was of pleasing 
colour, and bore on His chest the mole, Srivatsa, and the Jewel 
Kausiubha. 
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assuming the sleep of Ydffa (contemplation), remained long 
in that condition, the self-Jlurmnous One then gave thought 
to bringing about creationV Then again taking the form of 
a Yogm, the Lord first created the seed of the Universe in 
the form of a white lotus, wyth a thousand petals all round 
the circle of pistils (kesara)/surroundmg the pencap (karnika), 
springing from out of His ^riavel In this lotus He created 
Vidhata (the creator) with four faces, the source of all art and 
learning, with soul smctffl^d by meditation on the Supreme, 
the lord of all creation That L^rd, having created the five 
elements first, then c/eated all the worlds, including the 
moving and the un/moving, by means of the elements 
separately and jointlj^Having in this manner created all the 
worlds, Brahma (Pif |\iha) the great Yogi, in unwavering 
contemplation begfc»4ifconcentrating (his breath). In that 
condition there arose in Ins mind a doubting enquiry regarding 
all that was around him. 

56 Springing from out of that doubt there came a sudden 
flash upon his mind. He then saw the God of Gods, lying m 
his couch in the Ocean of Milk (Kshlrasagara). * 

57. He, the lotus-eyed, was m bed on the body of Ananta 

(the great snake tksha), with four arms bearing the Conch the 
Disc, the Club and the Lotus ' 

58. He was dark of hue, wearing cloth of golden colour* 
Sn, His consort was sitting at His feet. He was of pleasing 

° n HlS cllest the mole, Srivatsa, and the Jewel 
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59 Vaimtcyi (ths bird Garuda) was seated on His side 
constantly scrviug Him Having seen the Excellent Puruslia, 
Brahma 

60-62 Not translated band unintelligible owing to lapse 
of words winch looks UU a break in the MSS 

Paramah 

63 To all embodied b“in a s ictivities are tuo know 
ledge (gnanam) and action (1 n>a) Emancipation results 
from the active development of Ghana t and life (Sanisrh) results 
from the active development of Karma 

64 Action which is limited gives rise to result which js 
also measurable while b mna which cannot be measured pro 
duces result which has no limit 

Brahma ^ 

65 To people involved in life^ nc j [ 00 j , n g to the satisfaction 
of the senses how is the attammu^ j nou jedge (viguanam), 
even in a lim ted meagre, posstblt though they be y 0 g l1ts . 

Pm amah 



66 The knowledge attuned by worldly men does not 
avail to bring them emancipation at til .it only senes them to 

understand the means by which to get nd of the bonds of 



jr a 

67 When Urns the bonds of A«nW (imposed of -ichon 
end meins thereto ire destroyed becomes ,fso facto 
possessed of the h,,hcst hnonledge, and for erer remains as 
such 



Brahma \ 

6S In «hat manner are the emancipateXwho are your 

,° “ l° S , Ulshed trom "« embodied ' This Secret 
of Secrets may it please \ou to tell me O, Lord’ 

Paramah 

nhatL^^f - n0 difference 

myself, the emancipated do so in the same Inner’ hUn.7 
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Brahma 

70. What is it that brings the embodied souls into bond- 
age ? That, tell me, O, Purushottama In what manner do the 
means of bondage bind man. 

Paramah 

71. O Branman, the three gitnas (qualities), which act 
both in conjunction and separately, make thrice two kinds 
of sleep. By these men get bound 

72. Sattoa sleep is happy. The sleep arising from Rajas 
promotes action, from Tatnas comes confusion and bewilder- 
ment, These are considered the three forms of bondage. 

Btaltma 

73. These three qualities are found in conjunction in men; 
how can these be separated by those Vogws who wish to 
achieve emancipation. 

Paramah 

74 These are not qualities of man as such but are the 
result of attachment to objects of the senses They spring 
from them and cease with them. 

Brahma 

75. O, the Best of Heavenlj Ones r what is it that >ou 
called visha\a to men, attachment to which brings into exist- 
ence the gitnas, and detachment destroys them ? 

Paramah 

76. The embodied ones existing m the material world 
have the three qualities (gwmrs) in their nature (Prakrit) 
They are bound so long as they are associated with her 
(nature), when that association ceases they become free. 

77. Mm knows always that the three gunas (qualities) 
exist in Prakrit (maten it ciuse) It is Prakrit that .ilw.ns 
creates in him \arious kinds of sleep (forgetfulness). 

78. Man enjojs this sleep, as he would a woman dor to 
him and m the exercise of her own right. In consequence he 
forgets his own nature. Tins is regarded ns the nature of the 
association between nun and Ins material nature (Prakrit). 
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Brahma 

79. By what cause is brought about his association with 
Prakrit, This is regarded a great secret, O Great One, do teach 
me this 

Paramah 

80. Maya is indeed the cause of this, according to my 
original disposition. Man however is overcome by Maya as a 
result of Karma (his own action) 

81. To the Maya created by me there is no cessation in 
this world except as the result of my Grace. There is no 
need to enquire about it, 

82. As long as this Maya is not removed by my Grace, 
so long is worldly existence to man. When Maya ceases 
emancipation follows. 

Brah ma 

83 You are perfection, O God, what can compel you to 
show Grace. I do not understand the compelling cause, do 
expound it to me please. 

Paramah 

84. Faith, Devotion and Meditation which people show 
towards me, result in good, that good may be taken to be my 
Grace. 

85. The devotion shown to me, though not as prescribed 
in the S'astriis and the Raimis, brings only good, even to men 
who may be uncultured. Of this there is no doubt. 

86. Therefore to man in worldly life nothing but my 
Grace can do the ultimate Good. No other way need be 
searched for for the attainment of this. 

In the Parama Samlnta of the Pancharatra , Chapter I 
entitled "Questions and Ansivcrs " {Prasua-Pratnachanam ) 



CHAPTER II 



Brahma 

1. O, Bhagavan' the Lord God of Gods, Lord of the 
lotus eyes ! All religious observances have You alone, the 
Lord of all creation, for their objective, I ween 

2. Whoever should wish to devote himself to your wor- 
ship, according to prescribed forms, please tell me how “they 
should prosecute the worship. In what place and in what 
manner should they please you ? 

Paramah 

3. Whatever is my sport be it in creation or destruction, 
that you contemplate in d le order, and with devotion 

4. The primary origin of all created things ( Bhavas ) is 
Ptakrit, otherwise called Diavui, the same thing is also des- 
cribed as Avyakitia (unchanged) and Avtdva (unknown, non- 
knowledge). That alone is described as Vyaktam also. 

5-6. AvyaUa, BuddJu, Ahmikara, Bhiita and Malta, these 
five, the eleven Indnyas , the hve Mahabhiitas (material 
elements), Kshclra (abode) in two torms, material and 
ethenal, and Kshctragfia who is the Supreme One. That 
these are the Tatlvas (the primary elements) you have been 
already told, Holy One 1 

7. All created things, are associated with three g/wos 
found in Prakih. These fall into three classes, the superior, 
the middle and the inferior. 

8. Where SaMtU (goodness) dominates, it is superior; 
where a desire {Rajas) predominates, it is middle, and where 
Tanias (darkness or ignorance) prevails, it is inferior. Their 
action also is quite similar. 

9. Tiie scr\ice that pi casts me best is that which is full 
of goodness (StitUa). Service rendered with desire (Raja*) 
results m bringing enjownent. Seruce offered in ignorance 
(Taman) results in delusne attachment. 




10. Therefore one who wishes to please me by service, 
should render service m the Saitvic (disinterested) form, hav- 
ing destroyed in due order every wish arising from desire and 
darkness or ignorance (Rajas and Tamas) 

11. Adopting the couise of destruction (Sam/iiim, involu- 
tion) proceed to destroy all desire and darkness Adopting 
the course of creation, eiolutiomsed recreation must be brought 
about. 

12. In this process of evolution and involution of all creat- 
ed things in one order, it must be understood that the process- 
es reach up to me. Otherwise there will be no fulfilment 
Brahma 

13 Wherefrom is the birth for things and where do they 
reach their end according to common acceptance. Have 
both of these processes an end, please tell me. 

Paramah 

14. Prakrit (Nature) gives birth to things Prakrit it is 
that which sw*allow s them again. With Brahma's coming 
into existence is creation, his end brings destruction. 

15 The day and the night alike of Brahma are of the 
measure of one thousand Yu gas. By that measure Brahma's 
life is a hundred years 

16. O Pitamaha (Brahman)’ In this manner, by the 
measure of Brahma’s life the cycle of creition and destruction 
keeps going on by My direction 

Brahma 

17. What is the form of that Prakrit, and in what manner 
does she bring things into existence’ What is the connec- 
tion between her and the Supreme Purusha ’ 

Pat amah 

18. The form of Prakrit is described as unammated, un- 
measurable, eternal, alwa>s changing, as possessed of the 
three qualities, and as providing body for those who act 
(Karmtnah). 

19. The relation between Purusha and Prakrit is universal 
pervasion (vyaph), as He, m very truth, is without begin- 
ning and without end, 
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20. As sound pervades all this dkasa (space), so, in the 
same manner the Supreme Soul (Paramatma) pervades all 
Piahxh 

21. As viscidity in milk, as taste m water, so in the 
process of transformation these two attain to the position the 
pervaded and the pervader 

22. In this condition that which is the pervading agent, 
is the Superior Pitman or Vishayl, while the unformed Prakrit 
(Avyakrtam , ) becomes the object of penasion, that 
is, Vishaya and thus inferior. 

23. Since Sat and Asat cannot be separated one from the 
other and seen apait, in the same manner the pervader 
cannot be regarded as distinct from the pervaded. Hence 
Ptirnsha is regarded as the penader of all. 

24. In this, avyakrtam ( Praktti ) is A cJut (inanimate), Chit 
(the active principle) is held to be superior. The two com- 
bined is different from either, and exist as if they were one. 

Biahma 

25. How did all that we see-the three worlds-anse from 
tins 2 Of wlnt kind arc men who are placed m earthly hfe 
(Samsara) 

Patamah 

26 By direction of the Supreme Puritsha alone, Prakrh 
(nature) keeps constantly creating all living creatures and 
destroys them in the end 

27. Prakrh being an inactive principle does not create 
otherwise (than by my direction) Therefore the Supreme 
Puritsha does the work of both creation and destruction 

2S. O, Brahman 1 hear attentively first of all the story' of 
this present creation, after this I shall give you an 
account of existence and destruction. 

29. The powers characteristic of the Supreme Soul are 
sa,d to be five. By means of these, it is that the Supreme God 
remains in the highest Heaven. 

30 These five are (1) Paramhhh, (2) Pitman, (3) I'lAtf, 
(4) Xtvrlh, (5) Sana. These arc said to be His Five powers 
[S'akhs) and arc named Panchd^amsitad (five secrets). 
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31. The supreme Soul, Lord of the Universe, in full 
possession of these five powers, enjoys knowledge in five 
ways by the accession of the five organs of sense. 

32-33. In enjoying sound {S'abda or Akdsa) He is Paratne - 
shh; in case of touch He is Pin itsha, in case of light He is 
Vtsvdfma, in the case of taste (fflsa) Nivrlti, in the 
ca c e of smell Sawdtma . Par ah Pumsha is the subject in 
each case. These are regarded as Panchdtma and are describ- 
ed as of etherial form (Snkshamariipa)', 

34. Incapable of realization in worldly life, comprehensi- 
ble by concentration (Toga), and eternal, this etherial form 
(Silkshnia S' ailrd) is said to be the means of emancipation 
(Muktt). 

35. This etherial form ( Silkshiita ) in combination with 
Prakrit assumes fifteen forms in order. These fifteen 
fall into three groups of five each and become the source of 
the three Gunas (qualities). 

3 6 Jycsh ta, 1 r td\ a , Kanlt, Sf anti, S' raddhc i, these five u n con- 
taminated (nirmala) powers form the source of Saliva (good- 
ness). 

37. Vftgisvait, Knya, Kirhh , Lahhml, Smith, these five, 
betngslightly contaminated, are regarded as the source of Rajas, 
the active principle. 

38 Mohtni, Avidyd Tamdvati, Mrlytih, Maya and Malitia 
these, being fully contaminated, constitute the source of Tamos 
(ignorance, darkness). 

39. Among these understand Satha as that which gives 
light, Rajas as that which produces activity while Tawas has 
to be understood as that which hides from view. These are the 
characteristics of the Gunas (qualities) 

40. It is by these Gtlnas alone that the whole creation, 
animate and inanimate, assumes surprisingly varied forms by 
process of combination and separation. 

41-42. Bmidhi formed of the three g«;ms falls into eight 
classes according to variation in qualities From Satha 
springs that which constitutes happiness, from Rajas what 
constitutes sorrow; and from Tamas what constitutes delusion 
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or ignorance ( Moha ) I shall now detail the different forms of 
these if you will listen The Satvika forms are four, while the 
Rdjasi is but one. 

43-44. The Tdmastc forms are three. The names of these 
I shall now give in detail. Dhanna , Guana , Vairdgya and 
Advarya are the four from Saliva. From Rajas springs 
the opposite of Vaudgya. Consider that the opposite qualities 
to the other three, Dhanna , Guana and Aisvaiya, are from 
Tamas. 

45. From Btiddhi arises Ahankdra of three kinds, by 
association with the three gtinas. It is by reason of this 
Ahattkdia that man ( mntuh ) regards, as possessed of soul, 
things without it. 

46. From association with Sattzagnna, it is called Vaika- 
nka Ahankdra, with Rajas , it is called Taijasa , with Tamas it is 
called Blnltadi Ahankdra , thus making three kinds of Ahankdra , 

47. From the Vaikdrika Ahankdra the five organs of 
knowledge ( huddhindnyas or gndncndriyas) arise, it is from 
these that man gains his knowledge in this world. 

48. Fiom Taijasa Ahankdra arise the five karmuidnyas, 
the five organs of action, from this taijasa Ahankdra arises 
mmd (inanas) in two forms which are the means of volition 
(sankalpa). 

49. From the same taijasa Ahankdra arises Kdla (time) 
having its own characteristics From Kdla arises Disd ( space 
or direction) counting in order from the cast. 

50-51 From Bhtltddt arise the five Taniudtras in the 
regular order as follows, first S'abda-Tanmdfra , the second 
Sparta, the third Rtlpa, the fourth Rasa and the fifth 
Giindha in order Jo form the subtle body (Silkshma Vigraha). 

52-53. The fnc Tanmdtras, Space ( Dm ), Time (Kdla), 
Manas (Mind), Indmdintion (Ahankdra), Intellect ( Biiddtu ) 
Nature (Prakrti) and the Yoga-body (FogrJ-S'nrmj), these 
twcUc arc said to constitute the form of the Supreme One 
(Para nut tin a). Setting Him up in Vdstnfha form those 
wishing to attain Stddlu (emancipation, etc.,) worship Him. 
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54. From the Tanmatras arise the five bhiUas (clement 1 ;) 
Akiisa (ether), Vayu (air), Tijas> (fire,) Jala (water) and PrtJuvi 
(earth) as the fifth. 

55. From these five arise the gross body ( Sthiila S'artra) 
of embodied soul (man), the cars, the skin, the eyes, the 
tongue, the nose, these constitute the five Bitddhlndriyas 
(organs of intellect) 

56. The five Karniendny ns (organs of action) are the tougue 
the hands, the sexual organs, the c\cretary organs, and legs. 
The body constituted of these is called Sthiila (gross) because 
of its action and constitution 

57. In this ma nner, creation of body and soul, O Brahman, 
has been described by me to you down to the formation of the 
body, m both the subtle and the gross ( silkshma and slhiila ) 
forms I shall now proceed to the embodied. 

58 The powers (saklls) of that same Supreme Purusha, 
in their uncmbodicd form, e\ist, as if m distinct forms, by 
their origin, name and form. 

59. Having attained to the physical body ( Bhauhkam 
S'afiram ) these beings by the influence of their previously 
acquired karma (works), wander for a long time m worldly 
existence (Samsara). These form the people bound to worldly 
life. 

60 If of pure good deeds, they proceed upward to the 
attainment of higher existence If of bad deeds they simi- 
larly attain to a lower state of existence 

61. These even though men ( pumamsah ), and being, even 
by themselves, capable of understanding, become incapable 
of knowing the Supreme (as distinct from self) from the delusion 
of mind brought about by the abode 

62 To those embodied souls, the evils of attachment and 
hatred arising from their very nature ( Prakrit ) arc seen only in 
worldly life What else can these do for them ? 

63. By the excellence of their qualities, and by their own 
deeds, good and bad, the embodied ones attain to high, middle 
and low conditions of life 
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64. To those in whom the good (Sattva) quality is found 
in high measure, godly nature is considered the end, for 
those of Rajasa , human hfc is the prescribed reward; in the 
sam e manner, to those excelling in Tamasa, animal life is the 
prescribed reward. 

65. In this manner all embodied souls attain to their 
varied goals Mounted on the wheel of time they keep rota- 
ting by the illusion of ignorance. 

Brahma 

66. O God of Gods, What is it that you called Kala - 
Chakram . If I can hear it, noble one, I should like to know 
its true form (svcirtlpain). 

Paramah 

67. Time creates the elements ( bhiltam ), Time destroys 
things born. Time is ever wakeful. Time cannot be trans- 
gressed, 

68. Time distinguishes all human ends, worldly as well as 
other worldly. The Past, the Present and the Future, all these 
take their course in Time 

69. The movements of the Planets, the stars and the 
zodiac m their orbits is due to Time likewise. Thus the divi- 
sion of time is made in many ways. 

70-71. Time is said to be of twelve different divisions. 
Ayana (half-year), Rttu (season of 2 months), month, fortnight, 
day (titlu)> Savana (third of a day), Varna (sixth of a day), 
MnUiirtam (16th of a day), Nadi ( one sixtieth of a day), 
Kala (1 minute or 48 seconds), Vmiidi (sixtieth of a niidi) and 
Prana (time for a single breath) these make up the twelve. 

72. The lord of these is S'awraham (year), the embodi- 
ment of time, and the offspring of light. The two ay anas 
form its two wheels.. 

73. The three seasons arc described as the hubs. 
The months constitute the spokes; the fortnights, the elements. 
0, the Lotus-born. 

74. Ritas arc six in number like the six organs of action 
beginning feet, etc. The Muhilrtas arc stated to constitute 
the fingers and the toes. 
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75. The Ntidis are said to be blood vessels; and Kalds 
constitute the hair, Vimulis form the roots of hair on the 
body, priittas are the breath. 

76. In this manner, the universe of moving and unmov- 
ing creation, rises and sets as do the planets and stars, 

77. The Supreme Being (Parasha), O, Brahman! having 
become Kola, sits and turns the wheel of time perpetu- 
ally. 

78. In this manner keeping the universe going round 
through the illusion of his Guitas, the eternal God remains 
busily doing, as if in play. 

79. O, Kamalasana (lotus-seater), the twelve Sakiis 
(powers) sprang in regular order from those twelve forms 
which are described to be his 

80-81 Yogesvari, Sakha, Pragna. Pashfi, Smrtt, Dlpti , 
Rdga, Vak, NUt, Kanti , Amrta, and Sarvatnnha S'aUi make 
12 Saktis These having come to the earth remain for ever 
there. 

82 From these again sprang the twelve Milrtipalas; they 
arc hnowrn in the world here by their respective S'akhs. 

83-86 The same Mtlrhpalas are to be understood as 
lords of the months, O Brahma The first is Vishnu in the 
month Madhu, M uihnsiXdana in Madhava Trnikrama in S \ukra, 
Vairiana in S uchi, Srnihara in Nabhas, Hnsluhsa m NabJt- 
asya, Padmanabha in Isha, Diwiodara in Vrja, Kesava in Sahas, 
Narayana in Sahasi, Madhava in Tapas, Govt tula in Tdpasya. 
In this way the twelve guardians of the months are designated 
one for each month 

87. In this order they are counted as of great valour and 
great virtue The self same Glorious Bright one, the Supreme, 
the Highest Soul, manifests Himself in different forms in 
various classes of beings, Devata and other 

88-90 (A) In w hat manner that a cr> stal bead, by the proxi- 
mity of things of different colours, is seen in different 
colours, in that same manner, the Supreme Purusha, though 
ever One Himself, assumes in this world of ours, different 
forms according to the ingredient qualities, and thus becomes 
the bound ones and the released. 
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90 (B)-92. The Self-same Supreme becomes what 
He does, by pleasing, He becomes the moon, by control, 
Yama, by fortitude, £jaha, by blowing, Vayu, by bearing, Fire, 
by destroying, Hara, by Brahman deeds, Brahma, in this 
manner the differences in hind of the Devatas are to be 
understood as different manifestations of his S'aUi . 

93. Since the Supreme is in all forms (vaisvarilpyat), it 
is impossible to count the Sakhs of the Great One, among 
these three are counted the principal ones ( puulhtwa ) in all 
the three worlds 

94 and 95, The first Puntshas are said to be Brahma, 
Siva (Go) and Vishnu Among them Vishnu stands the highest (1) 
because of His Sattivic action, (2) because of his protecting the 
universe and (3) by 2ns capacity to bestow the highest bliss 
(apavarga), m this manner He is superior to the other two, 

96. As being the cause of all that is good he is called 
Purushottama. Eternal Well-being and worldly Prosperity 
alike are declared to be Narayana Himself. 

97. In the dispensing of these He is alone capable, 
hence He is Narayana. Inasmuch as He is in alt embodied 
beings, lie is Vasava. 

98. Being the common God of all these, He is called 
Visudcva, By reason of His pervading all creation (jagat) 
He is called Vishnu. 

99. He is called Han as he destroys sorrow. Such a 
glonous Being pcr\ades the Unnerse in four Vyilhas 
(emanations) 

100 For the good of all, Viistuieui is regarded as Dharmti, 
haung attained to the highest perfection in Dltanna , etc. 
Sankarshana is regarded as Gfitina. 

101-102 (A) Similarly Pradhyumita is Moksha, and 
Atnrmhlha is all-Isvara Where\cr these four qualities appear 
clearly, the four Dr, as, abo\e mentioned, are there to 
bless, being full of lo\e to their deiotecs. 

102 (B)-103 (A) Whosoc\cr has the four cwls, opposites 
of DUarma, etc., existing in him, these four Da as punish 
turn and plunge him in calamities. 

3 
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103 (B) to 105 (A). These four controlling deities of the 
universe make the four divisions of the Veda , Asrama , 
Varna and the cardinal directions. I have so far explained to 
you, desirous of knowing the highest ends,* the method 
of creation, more detailed description being impossible owing 
to its vastness. 

105 (B). The opposite of creation is counted the equal of 
destruction (pralaya). 

10b When, however, the process of destruction is 
complete, the Supreme Being ( Parali Pttnuw), ceases to be 
active. He remains, devoid of activity, a mere mass of intelli' 
gence, in the highest Heaven (Parama-Vyoma). 

107. O Brahman, know thou that, that Being ( Purusha ), 
Vishnu to be myself, lying on the bed of Scsha in the "Ocean 
of Milk” as if in sleep (Maya) 

108 and 109. It is Me alone that all men please by sacrifices 
of all kinds. It is again Me that the Yogurt, masters of all 
senses, contemplate, praise in prayers and worship in devotion. 
It is Me again that the Upamshads of all the branches of the 
Vedas discuss 

110. Being in all the worlds as their Soul, I am the 
Supreme Soul, controlling all, all the worlds exist m 
Me, I am therefore the Lord of all. 

111. Whoever among men are devoted to me, and resign 
themselves in my hands, they become Stddhas (Seers) 
without doubt, having attained their object. 

112. In regard to creatures two wishes arise in me, O 
Brahman. They are affection and neglect, I am eternally 
possessed of both. 

113. Those devoted to me, doing good deeds, I favour by 
the first of these, those not so devoted and given to doing 
evil, I punish them by the other. 

114. Having attained to a body b> which one could 
accomplish all, the embodied ones should do good deeds to 
please me. 

*. In SI. 103, the MSS read* Bhuta-Kamas> n the reading adopted 
is Phutt. 
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115. When I am pleased, O Brahman, life in Heaven 
and Final Emmcipation alike, are attainable to all men with- 
out doubt. 

116. I have told you thus far, 0 Brahman, the essence 
of everything (worth knowing). This is to be maintained as 
a secret from common people. What else do you wish to 
know ? 

In the Parama Samluia of the Pancharatra, the second 
chapter entitled (l the Order of Creation ( Srishti-Krama ). 




s 21. The result of deeds done cannot be destroyed even in 
a hundred births. Each new birth only adds to the result, and 
will not avail to change the result. 

22 and 23. Salvation is unparallcllcd happiness; without 
sorrow, without end. Therefore, for gaining salvation (mtiMi) 
worship Vasiuieoa, without indifference, without desire for 
prosperity, and whole hcartedly. Three are the modes of 
worshipping Him, by deeds, by w’ords and by thought. 

24, 25 and 26 (A). These result in greater and greater good 
ultimately, offering unguents, flow ers and things accepted as 
pure by the good, with due mantras (mystic prayers) is 
described as sacrifice by deed ( Karma Yagna). Being pure 
and becoming calm, the uttenng of prayers and mantras with 
devotion, constitutes sacrifice by w'ord. 

26 (B) and 27. Giving up all out of one’s self, w’orship, 
offered according to prescription (of the Sashas), exclusively 
mentally is declared to be W'orship by the mind O Brahman 1 
Each of these is regarded as of three kinds according to the 
power it calls forth. 

28. These three are Siittvikl, and Vuimasl, the 

worship where the good predominates {Siittvikl) is for attaining 
salvation Sacrifice (where the dominating quality is 
energy) is for attaining wwdly ends. 

29 and 30 (A). Worship dominated by passion is for doing 
evil to others. These three are in the order of merit, the 
preceding being superior to that which follows. Brahmana, 
Kshatnya, VaiSya, Sudna and even w'omen should offer 
worship to God according to their natural disposition, and 
with devotion. 

30 (B) and 31. The wealthy, the poor, the young and the 
old, the learned and even the saintly, all alike should offer 
worship to God. There is nothing that wall bring higher 
good than worship at the feet of Hari (Hie cvil-destroymg 
Vishnu). 

32. Therefore a man must, by every effort, be a devotee 
of Vishnu. Leaving aside Purushottama, there is no one in all 
the Universe to give salvation. 
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33-34. Action as well as its fruit are alike the outcome of 
His grace. In the accumulation of wealth, as well as in the 
averting of calamities there is no one else capable (of doing 
good). Therefore place yourself at the service of Dma 
(Vasudeva). 

Brahma 

35. How is the God of Gods to be worshipped ? What 
should be the Lind of man to worship Him ? What is the pres- 
cribed manner of worship ? What is the result to be obtained 
by such worship ? 

Paramah 

36. How a devotee of Bhaga\an (Bhagavaiah) offers wor- 
ship to Bhagaviiti Hank , that 1 shall describe with all attention, 
for your benefit, O Brahman, as also the prescribed manner 
of it. 

37. Eight arc the prescribed ways Samaya (agreement), 
is the first, and then Samachara (approved practice), 
Svadhyaya (holy reading), Dra vyasangraha (collecting materials 
for worship), S tiddhi (purifying), Yoga ( worship ), Slith 
( prayer ), Dhyiumm (contemplation) 

38. He who performs worship in the manner prescribed 
is called Bhdgavata . It is by past good deeds that a man is 
born a Bhagavata. 

39. Men fall into tw’o classes, Dlkshita (initiated) and 
a~DiksIuta (uninitiated). The initiated man is entitled to wor- 
ship in the full form prescribed above, while the uninitiated 
can only offer partial worship. 

40. Community of belief (Samaya) is alike common to 
the tw’o; so the initiated and the uninitiated should alike act 
up to this. Our Lord, Bhagaoan alone is lit for our worship, 
and no other, as He is the cause of all. 

41-42. Kead constantly literature dealing with Bhagman , 
as our Lord, our teacher and our friend, listen with 
attention to a recital of his qualities; lo\c those de\otui 
to Hun by deed, thought and word; and appreciate 
the good m regard to things, deeds and qualities of those* 
who arc Safvdas. 
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43. Never apply your mind to practice of other systems 
of ritual worship. If there is a temple near* circumambulate 
both the God and the temple. 

44. Never walk over used articles of worship, nor use 
them, nor even touch them, do not give them to any one, 
nor even smell them, but you must protect them (against ill 
use ?) 

45. Making yourself pure, keep repeating constantly 
prayers, by yourself in the temple, in the evening, in the 
morning and at mid-day, contemplating Lord N ir.iyana. 

46. Having got up from sleep, while walking, porstrat- 
mg and even when falling, while taking and giving, keep re- 
citing the mantra of the mystic sight syllables (the name 
Narayana)- 

47. Never touch nor even speak to men of heretical per- 
suasions (flifmdifcrt), those making their living by temple 
service, non-believers and evil doers held m contempt 
generally. 

48. Do not use a seat, bed or vehicle if it is of the form 
of a disc (chakra or discus of Vishnu), nor put your feet where 
there is a figure of Hari 

49. Giv e careful ear to recital of places sacred to Vishnu 
and holy bathing places Treat devotees of Vishnu and His 
Saints always as your own relations (with affection and res- 
pect). 

50. Do not eat anything obtained by unclean means; nor 
that which vs acquired by evil-minded people So also avoid 
eating meat and drink, and things much to the taste of 
drunkards. 

51. The initiate should gt\ c up food offered to the de- 
parted, food given in charitable feeding houses and m places 
under birth pollution. Do not be unclean, but be always 
a brave devotee of Bhagaian (Vishnu). 

52. If ever you lmc any doubt as to what jou should 
do, always apply to devotees of Vishnu, expert in right con- 
duct and those well read m PanchanVra. 
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53. Do not say anything before you are asked to, nor 
answer questions put to you unless it be from honest 
ignorance. Even if you know, you would be a wise man to 
conduct yourself in the world like an ignorant man. 

54. When attacked by disease, or at the approach of fear, 
make a daily incantation of the mantra of the eight or twelve 
syllables, (the names, Narayana or Vasudeva) 

55. When a breach of rule happens either by accident or 
by error, make expiation by repetition (of these mystic 
syllables) a thousand times, or a hundred. 

56. I have thus expounded to you roughly the “rule of 
the community” (Samaya). O Brahman' Whatever else may 
be inculcated in Vaishnava Dharma must also be conformed 
to. 

57. I shall propound AcJiani (course of conduct) to be 
always adopted by a de\otee of Vishnu (Bhagnvtifa). Achfirn 
is what one has to act up to from day to day as laid down in 
the S'iistras. 

58-59. Early in the morning vacate the stomach, and 
wash in silence; thus clean, take the ceremonial sip (iichamana) 
and at break of day repeat the mantra, panchOpamshad , a 
hundred times, a thousand times, or at least ten times m 
emergency, (pray) to the sun with the lain man fra, and 
to the cardinal points, each with the appropriate mantra . 

60. Performing obeisance and making yourself pure, 
mutter in due form, either the AshtaLdiara or the Dnulntiite- 
hara , suitable to the circumstances each day. 

61-62. After muttering lauds or prayer, contemplate at 
the close the God of Gods. Coinciding with devotees, even 
better with Brahmans, do vour duly round of duties, as also 
what is prescribed in the Dharnm S'tidra. Keep hearing 
mantras of appeal to Vishnu and stones relating to Him, the 
hearing of which effectively destrov s mus. 

63-6-1. Keep m the company of devotees of Vishnu, and 
do not get into argument with them. Thrice a day, or at least 
once, according to \ our ability, dev outlj worship the God of 
Gods, puntvmg ) ourself with a bath and without the 

4 
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slightest relaxation in your daily duties, at the appointed 
periods of the ytar, and on the 12th day of the fortnight 
more particularly 

65-66 In holy places, and in sacred bathing places, 
offer your worship more elaborately and fully Worship 
forms of Vishnu Look upon other forms of God as Vishnu 
himself even by strong effort, worship offered to the various 
other deities, ultimately reach Him At the feet of God s 
image never assert falsehood as truth 

67 Even on occasions of calamity never turn back from 
devotion to God s image, a firm-minded man should speak, 
out little and with humility of those devoted to Him 

68 Where there is compelling reason not to speak, decline 
to speal on the ground that what you know is not fit for utter 
ance Before breaking fast give a handful of grass to a cow 

69-71 Without obtaining permission of Sain asms 
(ascetics) and Bha^avatas (devotees of Vishnu) do not take 
your food I shall now explain to you the right course of 
conduct for the initiated O Brahman » as by that means, 
devotees of Bhagav in (Vishnu) obtain eternal emancipation 
G“ttmg up early in the morning, and silently muttering to 
himself the Sarva-manlra let one put his left foot down with 
a view to going towards the east Let the left foot be put 
forward uttering the mantra \iorttyatma 

72 Washing after evacuation with earth wet with 
water as prescribed in the Sastras take clean water uttering 
the mantn Visjatm », and take the holy sip with the mantra 
Pnrushatma 

73-75 Sprinkle water either over your head or your 
whole body, with the mantra Parameshhahna Performing 
the Sandh\a worship according to prescription mutter the 
prayers in due form contemplating the indestructible Supreme 
Soul by means of Mano-mantra and, touching each of your 
organs of action separately with the Ahaukara mantra, touch 
a cow, speckled black and white after due obeisance with 
the BmidJn mantra Begin your daily round of work 
bearing in mind Parama mantra 
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76. Making gifts to God and Brahmans with the mantra 
Gamihamatra, wash your h tnds clean with earth taken with 
the incantation of the same mantra . 

77 Take such medicaments as you need with the incanta- 
tion Rasa-matra (mantra), with the Rilpa mantra , see flowers, 
ornaments, etc 

78. Muttering Sparsa mantra , use auspicious dress and 
take seat, with S'abda mdtra (mautra) t hear auspicious words 
spoken. 

79-81. When you come into touch with the great ele 
ments, do so with the respective matin (mantra) in your mind, 
in case of contact with things impure, in partaking of unclean 
food and when one has been compelled to do things objec- 
tionable, a man must purify himself by taking panchagavja, 
collecting in a clean vessel, in due order and with the pancho - 
pamshad mantia , the urine, excreta, ghee, curds, and milk of 
a cow, making up five in all and taking the mixture muttering 
the pai anieshti, etc , mantia, pass your hands over your body 
muttering the same mantra 

82-83 When one has done this he becomes freed of sin 
and his body becomes purified Taking > our bath by means of 
the mantras prescribed, offer your daily worship to 
Vasudeva in the form of an image made by the mantras 
of Vasudeva, having placed yourself under due protection 
against evil Having bathed first for becoming clean then per- 
form foe mamYa-smma for purtjScafowr 

84. Bring earth with the use of Sarva-mantra, make the 
water clean with Ninth mantia , by means of Viiva-mautra 
invoke the Tlrtlm (holy waters), rub over your bod> with 
Purusha-mantra. 

85. Take your bath with the mantra Paraineditjafina, 
and take the holy sip in prescribed form. Then again purify 
the whole of your body by the PanchopainsUad mantra 

86-88 Having got into the water, mutter the Pancha - 
mantra in due form, and performing, in all humilit), the 
Pranauuna thrice, twice or even once, finish > our bath and 
put on your clothes. Having taken the holy sip, stand 
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looking eastwards, alert and all organs under control, mutter 
the Pamninhamsa mantra , and then the Pranasa of three 
mah as (syllables) Similarly, mutter a thousand or a hundred 
times, the mantra of eight or twelve sjllables. 

89-90 Having let down a handful of water, contemplate 
upon the Sun. At the tune appointed, with hands held aloft 
in worship, contemplate, by the same mantra, the Supreme 
Lord in the centre of the sun’s Orb, in form minute and all 
brilliant, and then propitiate the Gods by offerings of water 
in the manner prescribed. 

91-92 They are Indrannd others beginning with Vishnu, 
Vasudcva, etc , the twelve forms ( mitrhs ), the twelve powers 
(S akti) and the Paramiitma (Supreme Soul), the five dements 
beginning with the earth, the Rishts and the Pitru (manes) 
This should be done with the names of these in the accusative 
at the beginning and the word tarpayami (I give you satis- 
faction) at the end. 

93-94 This is the manlta prescribed in truth for the giving 
of satisfaction to the Gods, the Sages and the Manes. Having 
performed the tarpana (water oblation) to satisfy these, take 
the holy sip again and go to the place appointed for worship 
where by worshipping the Supreme One in the 
prescribed form, tnd partaking of what was offered to God, 
a Vaishnav a attains to the highest siddhi m a short time. 

lit the holy Parania Sam hi fa of the Panchat ah a , Chapter 111 
by name Vina) a {discipline) 




CHAPTER IV 

Bicihma 

1. O, Deva * I should like to hear the best way of 
worshipping Vishnu. In what manner is the worship to be 
offered to the highest Puritsha known as Vishnu ? 

Paramah 

2. Therefore then I shall e\pound clearly the course 
of worship to be offered to Vishnu by the practice of which 
a devotee attains to the world of Vishnu. 

3. Going to the appointed place of worship, wash and 
take the holy sip (achamana) with due humility, then look, 
uttering the prescribed mantra , round the room including the 
altar and the floor. 

4. Go round the altar by the right and make your 
salutation, then collecting yourself, throw your upper cloth 
from under the right arm over the left shoulder, and, bung 
clean, turn towards the east 

5. Being then seated, rub over both your hands uttering 
the Pranava mantra while so doing. Then utter the Pancho- 
Paiushad touching the tip of each of your fingers in order, 
beginning with the little finger. 

6. Touch the si\ organs of the body with one hand 
uttering mudra mantra. Protect yourself (against evil) from 
the cardinal points by uttering the astra mantra. 

7 By Tcjd-mantra make a surrounding wall and centre 
space for fire and, thus protecting yourself all round, practise 
abstraction of mmd. 

8-11. First of all make the Yoga-Sinputa with three 
Pianayamas (breath-concentration) Then, by effort, beginning 
With the m-breath and then taking the out-breath, or the other 
way, if you control breath, that act is called Prdnayamd, 
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meditating b> the Purushatmn mantra , the breath it the lotus 
of the naval, eoncciitr ite there the supreme spirit in the form 
of breath Then, by means of the mantra, Vis alma, consider 
the bun m the heart as fire (Agm) tnd concentrate tiie 
supreme Spirit there in the form of fire all round Then 
concentrate in the throat with the S ana-mantra Bhava 
(spirit) placed m Mahendra t * 

12. With the Nn rth-manha, concentrate on the head 
Varum in the form of water Black, red golden and 
the white arc the colour forms of Dharana (concentration) 

13-18 Each one of these Dharana ? (abstraction of mind) 
detailed above must be performed with three prana\autas 
done in the manner prescribed above In case of these 
Dharanas, contemplate the universe as if conjoined with tint 
particular guna, remaining during the time in unshaken con 
centration The way of attaining to Dharana is in order 
Pilraka (in breath^, Rechaka (breathing out), Kuntbhaka (the 
holding in of breath) and Niramaya (stop breathing 
altogether) for Btui^a atw> Hiving in this manner destroyed 
by Dharana all impurities then perform the meditation upon 
God with concentration which gives punt} to the soul In 
unshaken composure take the five elements beginning with 
the earth into the Supreme bout, adopting the method of 
Pralaya (Dissolution) After this thinking over in your own 
mind the order of creation down to the attainment of the 
gross body, then uttenng the mantaras in order and creating 
with your right hand, and then contemplating the causes, 
set each thing m its place again 

19 Place the five elements beginning .rffosn (ether) 
uttenng the Panchamantra in the middle of the mouth, the 
heart, the privates and on the feet respectively 

20-23 Having thus become mantra-bodied bj means of 
Mahay 8ga Samadln (extreme abstraction), bathe yourself m 
water of nectar brought in golden pots by the Ladies of the 
Directions Contemplate the Sun in the form of lus bnllnnt 



The meaning of the second half of this sioka is not clear 
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33 On tins seat is set the lotus, from which was born 
the supreme Brahma, surrounded by twelve smaller ones, 
with the spacious pericarp m the middle, the interspaces filled 
with the pistils of the flower 

34 Seated on this is Viral in the form of the universe and 
the creator of all The twelve milrhs (forms of Vishnu) aie to 
be understood as being seated on the lotus petals 

35 In the pistils are the fifteen S'aklts (powers) at the 
base of the pericarp is the source of the three gunas m order 

36 In the middle of the pericarp arc the three S'aUis of 
the Gtutas in order, on the top of the pericarp arc placed in 
order, fire the moon and the sun 

37 Having m this manner created the seat b) the 
mantras intended therefor, offer worship to the God-scat with 
sandal, flow ers, etc 

38-39 On this seat contemplate with the aid of the great 
good S akhs the form of the Supreme Soul ( Pnramatman ) 
pure as clear crystal and with four arms adorned with the 
conch, the disc the mace and the lotus In this image invoke 
the God Aehyuta the Paranuitma or Supreme Soul of the 
universe 

40 In the open but joined hands first of all mal e the seat 
by act of mind then invoke the all-pervading God there for 
maintaining Him there 

41 Into that open hand in the form of prana a invoke 
the Supreme Soul which enjo>s satisfaction eternal bj the 
mantra Parameshh having installed Hint m the prana: a form 
of the hands, invoke him again b> the mantra Purushatma 

42 Then contemplate by the man ha alma the 
Supreme seated in the open hands and then uttering the 
m Ultra An (tl\alma make Him enter the bodj 

43— 14 B> the mantra Sanahna then contemplate Him 
thus embodied after getting up partially and making your 
obeisance, and after once again giving Him welcome, having 
pra>ed for His presence by means of the Saiha-Gnnastdsa, 
then by the mantra of Rajas S'akh give water for washing 
(padya) etc , m due form 
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45. With the mantra of eight syllables (Narayana mantra) 
present water for washing hands in the pi escribed form 
Then with the vidyd of Rasa mat) a present the mouth-perfume 
(mukha-vasa) 

46. Having offered by means of incense, flower garland 
&c„ and obtaining permission, proceed in circumambulation to 
light up the fire and prepare the food (Jiavis) in the prescribed 
manner. 

47. Then coming back to God's presence proceed, in the 
prescribed form, to give Him ablution with the mantra Tamas 
( Tamas S lakh), with water. 

48. Having with clean water propitiated by the mantra 
PanchopamsJiad, present with the guna-mautra, the pair 
of cloths with the sacred thread ( Yagnopavita ). 

49. Then give the God ornaments if available or else 
mentally, and then with the Gandha-mantra-Vidya, the 
auspicious sandal as well as garlands and flowers. 

50. Then present a looking glass with the uipa-mantra. 
Then present incense with Sparsa-mantra and light with the 
Rilpa mantra. 

51. Then give water to wash, in due form, uttering the 
mantra of twelve syllables, and then the specially prepared 
food with the Rasa mantra as also other food, cakes, etc. 

52. Then having offered water and bctal etc. with the 
appropriate mantra as before, say the prayers with the Sparsa- 
mantra making due obeisance. 

53-55. Go round saying the Dik-manha, and, making by 
Kata-Mantra the time of muttering pra>cr auspicious 
according to your wishes, and contemplating the God with 
the mantia Pataniahamsa or the manha of 12 s>llables, or the 
mantra of eight syllables, or the Pranaia (the sj liable Om) 
then give water to wash with the manha Paramahamsa, and 
then prostrating and announcing yourself as His servant, send 
Him back. 

5 




32 



33 On this scat is set the lotus from which was horn 
the supreme Brahma, surrounded b> twelve smaller ones, 
with the spacious pcric irp in the middle, the interspaces filled 
with the pistils of the flower 

34 Seated on this is Viral in the form of the universe and 
the creitor of all The twelve tmlrhs (forms of Vishnu) arc to 
he understood as bung scited on the lotus petds 

35 In the pistils arc the fifteen Vakhs (powers), at the 
base of the pericirp is the source of the three gunas in order 

36 In the middle of the pericarp are the three S'nUts of 
the G««as in order, on the top of the pericarp are placed in 
order fire, the moon and the sun 

37 Having in this manner created the seat b> the 
mantras intended therefor, offer worship to the God-seat with 
sandal, flowers etc 

38-39 On this seat contemplate with the aid of the great 
good S akhs the form of the Supreme Soul (Paramatmau) 
pure as clear crystal and with four arms adorned with the 
conch the disc the mace and the lotus In this linage invoke 
the God Achyuta, the Paramatma or Supreme Soul of the 
universe 

40 In the open but joined hands first of all make the seat 
by act of mind then invoke the all-pervading God there for 
maintaining Him there 

41 Into tint open hand in the form of prana a invoke 
the Supreme Soul which enjojs satisfaction eternal, b> the 
mantra Parameshti , having installed Hun in the prana a form 
of the hands, invoke him again b> the mantra Pitrushatma 

42 Then contemplate by the niantia Trs alma the 
Supreme seated in the open hands and then uttering the 
m mfra A f « rlhaima mal e Hun enter the bod) 

43-44 B> the mantra Sanatma then contemplate Him 
thus embodied after getting up partially and making your 
obeisance, and after once again giving Him welcome having 
pra>edforHis presence b) means of the Satt-a-Ciaia^uIya, 
then by the mantra of Raj at S'aVi give water for washing 
(padya) etc , in due form 
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45. With the mantra of eight syllables (N dray ana mantra) 
present water for washing lnnds in the prescribed form. 
Then with the vtclyd of Rasa matt a present the mouth-perfume 
(mtikha^vdsa). 

46. Having offered by means of incense, flower garland 
&c„ and obtaining permission, proceed in circumambulation to 
light up the fire and prepare the food (Jiavts) in the prescribed 
manner. 

47. Then coming back to God's presence proceed, in the 
prescribed form, to give Him ablution with the mantra Tanias 
(Tantas S lakfi), with water. 

48. Having with clean water propitiated by the mantra 
Panctiopamshad , present with the guna-manfra , the pair 
of cloths with the sacred thread (YagndpaAta). 

49. Then give the God ornaments if available or else 
mentally; and then with the Gandha-mantra-Yidyd, the 
auspicious sandal as well as garlands and flowers. 

50. Then present a looking glass with the / iipa-mantra. 
Then present incense with Sparia-manira and light with the 
Rilpa mantra. 

51. Then give water to wash, in due form, uttering the 
ftia/iira of iii’tfJw syllables; and then the specially prepared 
food with the Rasa mantra as also other food, cakes, etc. 

52. Then having offered water and bctal etc. with the 
appropriate mantra as before, say the prayers with the Sparer- 
mantra making due obeisance. 

53-55. Go round saving the Dik-nmnlto, and, making by 
Kata-Mantra the time of muttering prayer auspicious 
according to \our wishes, and contemplating the God with 
tlie mantra Paramahaima or the mantra of 12 syllables, or the 
mantra of eight .syllables, or the Pranai a (the s\ liable Om) 
then give water to wash with the mantra Paranmhamm , and 
then prostrating and announcing yourself as His servant, send 
Him back. 

5 
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56. In the manner in which He was invoked to be 
present, He must be requested to retire, apologising by pray- 
er, for errors of performance m the course of worship. 

57-58. This is an abbreviated exposition by me of the 
heroic course of worship Worshipping daily in this manner, a 
devotee of Bliagavdn (Vishnu) becoming holy and clear of all 
his sins, makes himself fit to pursue the path of emancipation, 
and obtain all he wishes for here and in the hereafter. 

59-60A. He gets over all hindrances to salvation, and 
ceases to be troubled by tendencies inimical to salvation A 
follower of this teaching, having well understood the prescribed 
course of worship, obtains the accomplishment of his object by 
worshipping in due form, otherwise he becomes a great sinner. 

60B-61. Offer your worship to the image, having made 
a seat in the prescribed form Conceiving in your mind the 
image itself to be the Yoga form of God, and installing m it 
Han, worship Him after invoking Him there in due form. 

62 The offer of worship m water does not differ from 
this, but when it is offered m fire do all that is prescribed 
giving up whatever involves use of water 

63 If you offer worship in the vast space of your heart 
( Hnd-Akasa), perform all acts of worship by the mind He 
who wishes to worship Him in a circle (utamlala ) how ever let 
him do worship as laid dowrn below. 

64 The worshipper shall place Yoga, Aisvarya and other 
S'aktis m the outer circle round the Yoga pitlia, the seat of God 
each Sakti being placed in the point of the compass appro- 
priate to her. 

65. In a circle outside of this place the twelve protecting 
deities of the months (the 12 Adityas) Outside of these place 
the guardians of the directions (Loka Palas) in the directions 
appropriated,^ them beginning with Indra m the East 

66. Contemplating all of these along the circles made m 

due order and regarding the scat as being on the axis, worship 
God there. 1 




67-69 A. Even when you worship God in the circle of the 
Sun the prescribed method is the same. In this manner, m 
all these places of worship, the expert in the rules of worship 
shall worship the God in Vaikuntha in due time and on pres- 
cribed occasions. Having performed worship beginning with 
worship on the floor, and having gained faith m the doing of 
it, then proceed in order to other places prescribed, otherwise 
the resulting evil will be great. 

69B-70A, In all forms of worship, in order to protect the 
wdrship of the Supreme Being from contamination of evil, 
place the guardians of the directions outside (the enclosure of 
Worship). 

70B-71A. Of all forms of worship that which is rendered 
by the nnnd is the highest If the mind is not clear (in devo- 
tion) the act of worship brings no result. 

71B-75. Meditation with love is what is taken to be 
Bfuikh. Worship offered without loving devotion is as 
good as not offered. Loving devotion is regarded as consisting 
of eight integral parts - the more so devotion to Vishnu, by 
attaining to which { Vishmbhakti ) one gains the supreme Siddlu 
(emancipation) quickly. (I) The daily worship of God, (2) the 
preservation of the rule of the community, (3) the love of the 
devotees of Vishnu, (4) great zeal for worship of Vishnu; 

(5) effort at the performance of w’orship by oneself, 

(6) eagerness to hear stories relating to Vishnu, (7) absence of 
desire to do hurt to others, and (8) not hung b> means of 
Vishnu-worship These make up the eight features of BhaUt 
as seen in man, 

76. He who has heard the exposition of this treatise, 
is fit for expounding it to others. 

Brahma 

77. Wiiat you stated as the worship of God (A para Dcza, 
God of the Worldly) by those Wishing for prosperity, tint 
worship of the Apara-God, pray expound to me now. 

Paramah 

78. This same is the course of worship generally, 
even in regard to the worship of Afara-Vishnu. I shill 
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expound that which is special as it was first given -out, 
all the rest being the same for both. 

79. Janardhana should bo worshipped on a red lotus, 
eight armed, with all his vehicles, weapons and attendants. 

80. Place the serpent Ananta in the cast, the lord of 
birds (Garuda) in the west. On the left of the God, Lakshmi 
and on the right, Sarasvati. 

81. On the south-east V\ 'iddht (growth) and on the south- 
west Sultllu (accomplishment), on the north-west Matt (wis- 
dom) and on the north-east S'anh (Serenity). 

82. Oh, Lotus born ! the Conch, the Disc, the Mace, the 
Lotus, the Sword, the Shield, the Arrow and the Bow. These 
are the weapons m the eight hands of the divine one. 

83. Bearing on His chest the jewel Kaustnba and wear- 
ing the mole &rl-Vatsa, He assumes many forms for the suc- 
cessful accomplishment of His mission of beneficence to the 
world. 

84. Twelve are the forms in which God should be wor- 
shipped by those wishing to attain prosperity. In the worship 
thus offered set the Hainsa- mantra in the place of the 
Parama-Hamsa wherever this is prescribed. 

85-88. Adopting the course of creation, place the elements 
in their appropriate places At the end of the worship should 
come the expression of one’s wish, the unbroken performance 
of worship in due time, the feeding of Vaishnavas on proper 
occasion to the utmost extent of one’s capacity, gifts of all 
kinds in the same manner, respectful treatment to teachers* 
acquiring of the mantra of Vaishnavas by means of proper 
instruction, carrying out without break, on the due occasion, 
of the vows enjoined on Vaishnavas, these are the duties 
enjoined upon those who wish for attaining prosperity. 
Worship God for a year, or a period of 12 years if so desired. 

89- Considered from the point of view* of the presenbed 
worship, the prosperity to be attained arc of two kinds; the 
first is» that which is gained in this birth alone, and the other 
that Which could be gained only in another future birth. 
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90-92. Of these two, the first is easier and the other is 
said to be more difficult. Having become a devotee to God 
to gain an object, and having died without gaming it, he wall 
gain this object of his wish in another birth. Those who, 
through their life long, devote themselves to God’s service 
with a view to gain prosperity, become kings of regions well 
peopled. Nothing depends on the measure of time. 

93. Those of intense devotion attain the accomplishment 
of their wish which is not otherwise attainable. This is but a 
brief account of the way of worship of God in the apara form 
( not the supreme ), though that way of worship is described 
very elaborately. 

In the Parama Samhita of the sVz Pancltaraira , the 
Fourth Chapter entitled Archana Vtdhanam (the 
mode of worship). 




CHAPTER V 

Brahma 

1 O, Bhagavan 1 For the purposes of worship what 
are the articles that are prescribed to be collected? How are 
they to be made clean ? Please let me know 

Paramah 

2-3 Oneself, the place, the vessels, the darbha ( the 
sacred grass, Poa cynosuroidcs ) water, the image, sandal, 
flowers, ornaments, incense, lamp, uncnishedgram, water, food 
to be offered, etc , these make up, Pjtamaha f , the articles 
required for worship Cleaning these first of all, offer your 
worship to Purushottama 

4 In worship, for external cleanliness a bath and the 
holy sip ( achamana ) arc prescribed The bath, I have 
already described to >ou I shall now describe, O, Lotus 
born, the holy sip 

5 The place at the root of the thumb is called Brahma 
tlrtham Take three sips from this Brahmatlrtha , and then 
wipe off your mouth 

6 Then again sprinkle water o\cr the left hand, and 
the soles of the feet, touch the heart with the palm of your hand, 
and the mouth with the fingers 

7. Placing on the thumb the ring finger touch the ejes 
with water, touch both the sides of the nose wath the thumb 
on the fore finger 

8 Then placing on the thumb the little finger, touch 
both your cars Placing on the thumb the middle finger m 
the same manner touch both jour arms 

9-12 Then touch the navel with the thumb, with the 

thumb resting on all the fingers touch the head This is 
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\vhat is called achamana generally, the initiated however, 
should utter the panchamantra in due order, take the sip, then 
wipe off the lips, making the achamana m the same manner, 
and sprinkling water all ovei uttering the same mantra while 
doing so Then begin the worship of Han. Let the other 
form of achamana be practised by the uninitiated. The bath 
may be by water, by earth, by sprinkling and sipping 
( achamana ), and a man cleanses his body both inside and 
out by this kind of bath. By speaking the truth and only 
words that please, one gains purity m speech. 

13-14. Knowledge, composure, and joy bring about 
cleanliness of mind. That man who is always clean in the 
three ways described above is the person whose worship is 
ever pleasing to God. This is called cleaning ( of the 
person ) I shall then describe cleaning of the place. 

15-16. Places used for games of dice and eating, as also 
those intended for evacuation, for sitting, for cremation and 
places occupied by Chan da las, places infested by worms, 
places full of chaff, ashes, and bones, and places where 
people crowd, these are to be rejected for a place of worship* 

17 Even if the ground be always clean, let it be cleaned 
with cow-dung which is fresh and taken out of the ground 
after coming from a cow. 

18. The dung of a cow-calf, broken up 'dung, that of 
white colour and that in which worms have come in should 
be rejected. Then having sprinkled the plastered place with 
the astramantra leave aside the water vessel ( so far used ) 

19. Having washed his hands with water one who knows 
the mantra should rub the place over with his hand again 
uttering the layumantra , and then should sprinkle w f ater 
uttering the jalamantra 

20. Uttering the mantra of eight syllables, scatter grain. 
In this manner the place becomes clean for worship. Now, 
listen, I shall describe how to make vessels clean 

21. Wash gold- and copper vessels in water soaked with 

mango, and silver with soot or wood ashes. \ 
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22. Clean vessels of amalgam in water and ashes, and 
wash conch-shell and mother of pearl with salt. 

23. Fruits, leaves, etc., with earth and water. The removal 
of the coating and smell ensures cleanliness in washing. 

24. Fill one vessel with water mixed with sandal and 
flowers uttering the Pancliamantra in order; utter the Pancho -* 
pmnshad mantra over this. 

25-2b. Sprinkle all the vessels with this water either 
together or separately. Water which is not brackish, wluch 
is clear, sweet-smelling and of good taste, which is untouched 
by unclean people, and m large quantity, makes all things 
clean for all holy work, then listen how to clean the image 
(fc'/BHl). 

27. For images made of metal the method for vessels 
of metal should be adopted. For images of stone, complete 
covering is prescribed for cleaning. 

28-29. Similarly, for images of wood and those made of 
Jewels wiping completely, cleaning m this wise and collecting 
the required things, and having then touched the S'akra, 
(S'akra-S'dla, sacrificial hall, standing here for the space mark- 
ed out for worship) understand that the image has become 
clean. For Ktiia, etc , wiping makes them clean. For other 
things cleanliness consists in these being unused. 

30, Taking your seat with darbha ( Ktiia grass) on a lower 
level than that of the place of worship, and wearing the darbha- 
nng in hand, clean the water with the Paviira-mantra. 

31-32. That sandal paste is considered best which is pre- 
pared, by mixing turmeric (kimkinna), aloe wood (agaru), 
and sandal, and grinding into a consistent paste with camphor. 
Else the natural red variety of sandal. Even other kinds of 
sandal wood arc acceptable to Vishnu. 

33-39. The following flowers, etc., are acceptable for Vishnu 
worship Karavira (oleander) red and white, lotus, red and 
white, K&aki (Pandarus odoritissimus. Tan. Talai), Jahmalhka 
(Jessamine), Utpala (water-lily) of 3 colours, Tagaram (Taba- 
raemontana coronaria Tam Nandiya-vattai), Cliampaka 
(michelia champaka), Drona (Tam. Tumbil), Vanira (Cane 
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reed) (Calamus rotang Tam. Vanji), ^amyakam (cassia fistulae 
Tam. Konrai), Svetarkam (white Calotropis Gigantia-Tam. 
Enikku), Kutaja (Koraiya; Tam. Palai), Kandah (sweet potato 
Tam. a kind of valh-root), Vakul/t (minusoper clcngi. Tam 
Makilam), Tulasi (basil), Navamallika (double jessamine, 
Tamil Iruvatehi), Asana (yellow Sal, T. Vengai), Tala (Palm, 
Tam. Panai), Tamala (xantho\ymus pichonus), Manila 
(Tngonella coruculata, Tam. Nakai), Sami (Acasia Suma), 
Punnaga (Rottlena. T. Pinnai), Vam&i Punnaga (Ksudra 
Punnaga), Malatt (Jessamine with large flowers Tam. Jati), 
Sveta Kumuda (white-lily), Devadilru (Pmus Devad), Utpala 
(water-lily, 2 kinds), Kovidara (mountain ebony), Naga (Mesua 
terrca.Tam. Sirunagai), Sada-bhadra (Deva-daruorKadamba), 
Pnyanguka (Saffron), Bilva (Aegle marmelos, Tam. Vilva), 
Navamala (a kind of Jessamine), ICayahasti, 2 kinds, Auram 
( ) Kanukaram (Pentapetes 

aunpolia, T. Kongu), Vaishnavi, Sankha-pushpika, Kambu* 
pushpika (Physalis Flcxuosa), Adoka (2 kinds, Ionesia AsSoka, 
another name of vakula), Kunda (a kmd of jessamine), 
Gandbapurna (a kind of ketaki), Scpahka (Ncban, Tam. 
Karunocchil), Kurevaka (Barlena crystata, Tam. Kunnji), 
Pita-kuranch ( Nandyavarta, 2 kmds, Tamcrnae montana 
coronaria, Tam. Nandiyavattai), Kshudra kctaka (small ketaki) 
These arc the flowers to be gathered for the worship of 
Vishnu (Purushottama). 

40. Worship Him with day-flowers by day, and night- 
flowers by night. In times of emergency use whatever is 
available, the earlier mentioned being superior to those that 
follow. 

41. First half is too corrup for translation Flowers not 
to be used, should be avoided even on occasions of emergency. 

42— H. Flowers not to be used even on occasions of 
emergency. These are KOranch Knshrmarnnm (Koran da, 
Canssu Camndas, Tam. Kita), Kapitiliam (wood apple, Tarn. 
Vila), Hankarnik i (Cassia Fistula and Calotropis Ciigintes), 
Agfi lvibhitakam (Belenc mymbokim, Tcrminaha Ik I erica, 
Tam Sami), Sinsha (Muno'Ci Sinsln, Tam. Vakil), Madaynnh- 
fca (Arabian Jessamine, Tam. Malfikai), Nirgumh (Viic\ 
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Tnfoha, Tam. Nocchil), Sindhuv.lra (Vitex Trifolia, and etc), 
Kimriuka (Butea Froudosa, Tam. Murukkat) s'ilmah (silk 
cotton, Bombca Hcptaphyllum, Tam Ilavu), Japa (China rose, 
Hibiscus rose Tincnsis, Tam. Scvvarattai), Arka (Calotropis 
Gigantia, Tam Erukku), Kanakamatham (Thorn apple, 
Datura metal and Fcstuosa, sev eral varieties, Tam. Oinattai), 
Karanjam (Gahdupa arborcs, Tam. Pungai), Vishapadapam 
(Vishapushpaka, Vangucria spinosa, Tam. Kanjori variety), 
Bandhukam (Pentapetcs Phoenicia, Tam. Mechi tikikam), 
Madhavi (Bamstena bengalensis, Tam. Kurukkatti), Nipam 
(Nanoba Cardtfolia, Tam. Pcrumkadambti), Arjuna (River 
S«l tree, Tam. Attu-maramaram), Patalnm (Bignoma suvavc 
olens, Tam. P.tdari), Chaudaka [pushpa?] (cloves), S'ltaka, 
Atabu (long gourd, curcurbite lagenans, Tam. J>urm), Sigru 
(Hesparanthcra murunga, Tam. Pu-mtirungai). 

45 - 47. Those mentioned above among trcc-and 
creeper- flowers should be avoided under all circumstances. 
Flowers broken, those in the bud or dried up, and those 
kept beyond time, those fallen on the ground or strung in 
bunches, fallen down and those kept on the floor, those 
remaining after part has been used, those faded, those touched 
by forbidden people, these flowers, though recommended 
for use, should be avoided even in times of emergency. Hav- 
ing washed your hands in water, gather flowers m a holder. 

48. A wise man will place these afterwards in a cool 
place. Barley, moung, panic seed (T tinai), linseed, none of 
these is acceptable for any worship. 

49. Hariyali grass (dliurva), Bhustmam (Andropogon 
Schae-nanthva, T. mattakaypul), Black pulse, of these gather 
the shoots provided these are green, have their ends intact 
and unbroken, for use in worship. 

50 Leaves and shoots .which are inauspicious should be 
avoided. Among roots lamajjam (root of Virana grass Tam- 
llamacchai) is very acceptable to the Supreme Soul. 

Si. Incense made from Dcvaddru mixed with sandal 
and agam, in fire Without smoke, should be offered at worship. 
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52. Sal Sarjarasa (Vahca Robusta, Tam. narumamaram 
also maramaram), Danda (Nagasara or Hedysarum Lagopo- 
dioides), mixed artificial agaru and free from animal products 
of any kind, may be offeied in a vessel for incense. 

53. Lamps lighted with cows ghee, or fresh oil, 
with wick made of cotton thread should be used at worship; 
it should not be lighted in fire made by blowing through the 
mouth. 

54. Silk cloth, either white ( dukiila ) or golden ( kshauma ), 
or stuff woven of fine cotton thread, new and smoked with 
mcense, should be offered to the deity. 

55. The jewels to be used for the deity should be made 
of gold and jewels. Jewels with flaws, and those used by 
human beings should be avoided altogether. 

56. Rice contaminated With animal remains, chaff, ashes, 
bones, pieces of wood or stone, with any omission or break m 
the process of purification, should be rejected ( for use in the 
course of worship). 

57. Offer gruel mixed with sugar (to God) prepared 
from rice, white as jessamine flower, clear moon, pearl and 
chank, well prepared from the Sah variety of paddy and 
washed six times over. 

58. Flour of sah or “Sixty day's” rice, wheat, barley, 
green pulse, uncontanunatcd by cither kind of salt, and with 
a plentiful admixture of ghee, may be offered as food. 

59. Food and other eatables should not be too w’arm or 
cold; food undcr-cookcd and ovcr-cooked, or not properly 
cooked, should be avoided. 

60. All seasonal ripe fruits, sweet and free from worms 
etc., may be offered in worship at proper times. 

61. Ghee, made from cow’s milk by boiling with Juicy 
leases, and carefully filtered should be used. It should be 
made fresh each time and accepted for use only after boiling 
it over fire. 

62. Cleaning the \csscl with touch of ghee first, divide 
the food put m it m two parts, and then putting over it a few’ 
drops of ghee again, offer the food. 
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63 Worship attendant deities with sandal and flowers, 
worship with offer of water and food should be reserved only 
for the deity 

64-66 Sticks of Palasa, Udiunbatn , As ^alfa, PlaUha, 
A 'yagtadha and other trees eluding juice, 12 inches in length, 
with unbroken ends should be offered at the fire, uttering 
the Pliha-manfra In rites to bring about death, use sticks 
which are not straight, have smell and thorns, and are split, 
those obtained from poisonous trees, those which are quite 
dried up and have holes in them ldhma (sticks thrown into 
the fire) should be one hasla (span) long Paruihi (placed 
round the fire) one balm (one cubit) 

67 (These articles, etc ) must have been grown by one- 
self with pouring of water, or obtained from a temple of 
Vishnu These must be ones own and auspicious to be used 
for worship 

68 (One who thus worships) carries the recollection of 
his good works through seven further births, and the result 
of the good deeds suffers no harm at any time 

69-72 Then (ultimately) one reaches’ the station where 
one expenences no sorrow or suffering He who worships 
Janardana with articles o£. worship given by others, 
whether for obtaining wealth or fame, his labour does him no 
good Those who give of their wealth for worship of God, 
become entitled to their share when tho worship is 
properly completed Therefore making every effort to use a 
part at least of what you have earned in worship of God, never 
trse 'htrlihi V'emti i Vty tA.Vrt.Ts vwti w, trt.t'Ysitms tA cuVtmAcy 

73 If the articles of worship specified above should not 
be available, then offer worship with flowers alone If even 
these should be unavailable then use water for worship If 
even water should fail, offer jour worship mentally 

74 If you arc absorbed in making wealth, then get 
another Vaishnav a at least, to offer worship for 5 ou A wise 
rrian would never break his fast i^ithout having offered 
worship to God 
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75 Those who will not take food or drink , without 
having offered worship before, will find nothing unattain- 
able in this world or m the other. 

76. Whatever you do, do with clean things from day 
to day, and with devotion, that is really pleasing to Vishnu. 

77. In this manner, I have described to you in brief, the 
articles of worship, the method of their purification (and the 
manner of worship?) O, Padmaja (lotus-born) 1 What would 
you have me to expound to you now 

In the Patanta Samhita of the Pahcharatra, 

Chapter V, entitled lt the prescribed disposal of articles 
of worship 




Brahma 



CHAPTER VI 



1, Expound to me the collection of mantras relating to 
Paramatma, the manner of their use, and the various results 
attainable thereby. 

Pararna 

2 Very well I shall describe to you the supreme 
character of the mantras, their hey letters (bljtim) and the 
way to use them. This is how ever a secret. 

3. All that is done with the appropriate mantras obtain 
for you the wished for result. It is by mantra that God is 
drawn to you It is by mantra again that He is released. 

A . By secret utterance these are mantras, and therefore 
these are not to be published Their form is not to be u ntten 
and their features not to be described. 

5. Pranava ( mantra ) which is illuminating is counted the 
seed of all the mantras Being like their lift (?), it is 
legarded superior to all the mantras 

6 Worshipping God by tha iinantra, keep alw ays uttering 
it in mind He who is daily devoted to uttering the Pranava 
in secret, attains the highest siddtn (miraculous power). 

7. There is no mantra superior to the Pranava , O, 
Pitamaha. The Omkara ui Pranaia is of three matras (short 
vowel lengths), while the makaia m it, is half a matra. 

8. The seeds (blja) of mantras, other than Pranaia arc 
regarded as various After the blja, it is laid down that 
namaskara should follow (the word nantah) in all mantras . 

9. After namaskara, know that the term para should 
follow. The next half sloka is corrupt. 

10. Make the name coupled w ith Satvayom , Rajoyom and 
Tamoyom , take the dative plural affix, and join it to the term 
barn, with a similar termination. 

46 




